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find information about Bethe’s papers,
correspondence, reports, etc. (pp. 312—
313). From the history of science point
of view, there are a few critical points.
For instance, Hans Bethe in the chapter
‘My life in astrophysics’ (p. 34) men-
tions a rather absurd episode. ‘Nobel’s
wife, he (Mr Rydberg of the Nobel
Foundation) told me, had run-off with
one of the leading mathematicians and
astronomers of the time. So the Prize be-
quest had specified that the work hon-
oured had to have practical application
and that neither pure mathematics nor as-
tronomy could be considered. Otherwise,
Nobel feared, this man would have been
one of the first winners’. However, histo-
rians of science have not been able to
confirm such a story.

As the authors knew Hans Bethe per-
sonally (they were his friends, students
and collaborators), it is understood that
their views are subjective. Bethe has
been presented as a man with no flaws.

The book is recommended for histori-
ans of science as well as scientists. It
gives not only glimpses of Bethe’s life,
but also development of physics in the
twentieth century.
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It is difficult to believe that these four
pamphlets with such abundance of data
and insights have resulted from a mere
18-month study of science and innova-
tion in Asia called The Atlas of Ideas.

The Demos team concludes rightly
that the US and European pre-eminence
in science-based innovation can no
longer be taken for granted. Nor can the
knowledge jobs that depended on it. The
rise of China and India is sure to remake
the innovation landscape. Every now and
then, major newspapers and magazines
report stories of incredible achievements
from cities such as Shanghai, Beijing,
Chongqing, Bangalore, Hyderabad, Chen-
nai and Seoul. In a sense, this is similar
to what happened in the mid-twentieth
century, when the centre of gravity of
science and innovation shifted from
Europe to USA.

No doubt, both China and India face
huge economic, social and environmental
challenges, but both these nations believe
that massive investments in science and
technology can help them overcome
these challenges. China has already

started making such massive investments
and India is following suit. In India in-
dustry has acquired a new confidence,
with leading Indian companies acquiring
much larger companies elsewhere in the
steel and aluminum sectors. Pharmaceu-
tical companies have graduated from
what the Western press used to describe
as copycats to partnering in R&D with
international pharma majors. Both the
Indian and the Chinese economies are
growing at a phenomenal rate. One hopes
that the industry’s growing sense of con-
fidence soon rubs onto the scientific esta-
blishment in India. Unfortunately, say
the authors, the Indian innovation system
looks ramshackle and improvised.

South Korea’s transformation from
‘hermit kingdom’ to a global technology
power is truly dramatic. Compared to
China and India, Korea is miniscule.
However, the Koreans have shown phe-
nomenal determination with their orderly
innovation system consisting of the three
policies of industrial techno-nationalism,
scientific techno-nationalism, and ubi-
quitous innovation. Of late, Korea has
started emphasizing on collaboration.

Demos believes that it is important for
the United Kingdom to collaborate with
these countries in research and innova-
tion. Not just because of cost advantage,
but because of a wider range of advan-
tages.

The second phase of the Atlas of Ideas
project will commence in April 2007.

These four pamphlets must be read by
those involved in science policy making.
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