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The teacher and reconstruction

Amidst the world-wide struggle which
has continued to rage with all the ferocity
of a modern war, plans for post-war re-
construction are being forged by all
nations. Rehabilitation, currency, form of
government, industrialisation, transport,
markets, food production, health, employ-
ment and social security, have, each of
them, been receiving their share of atten-
tion at the hands of the several expert
committees set up for investigation and
report. The problems of education, in its
various aspects, the type of education to
be imparted to the rising generation,
education for enlightened world-citizen-
ship, education for research and industry,
education for character and culture, and
education for peace, are being widely
discussed by the public and the press.
Leading educationists are examining the
problem of education in the light of the
new world order which prominent think-
ers and statesmen are visualizing.

It is generally recognized that the pre-
sent system has many inherent defects. To
prevent a recurrence of the war and secure
an ordered progress of the world, the sys-
tem of education needs to be modified.
Education of the youth is the vital founda-
tion on which the progressive, peaceful
and humane reconstruction should be or-
ganized; it is only through a well-concei-
ved system of liberal and humanizing
education that the long-cherished hope of
maintaining ever-lasting peace and of se-
curing universal prosperity can be fulfilled.

In India the problem of educating the
400 millions and raising their economic
standard, has received the earnest atten-
tion not only from the Government but
also from our national leaders. The
Wardha Scheme, inspired by Mahatma
Gandhi, is intended to unfold the full
personality of the individual and qualify
him for a creative and corporate life in a
democratic community. The Sargent
Scheme lays down a plan through which
the nation is prepared to shoulder the res-
ponsibilities of a modern democratic
administration. The Sargent Plan which
incorporates a good many important
points outlined in the Wardha Scheme,
has earned for itself the reputation of
constituting one of the most practical and
comprehensive schemes ever evolved for
educating the people of this land. In
addition we have the post-war recon-
struction schemes pertaining to every de-
partment of nation-building, post-war
agriculture, post-war industrialisation, and
post-war plans for scientific and indus-
trial research. Leading industrialists of
this country have put forward the fifteen-
year, 10,000 crore scheme, generally
known as the ‘Bombay Plan’, for the in-
dustrial regeneration of this country.

These gigantic schemes need the servi-
ces of an army of trained personnel,
teachers, technologists, administrators,
and scientific men. To reap the full bene-
fits of a democratic way of life, and of
the four freedoms which are enunciated
as the birthright of every nation on this
globe, the people must be educated and
illiteracy which, in this country, exists to
the extent of 85 per cent removed. In the
abolition of illiteracy and in the training
of personnel to man the schemes of re-
construction, it is the humble teacher that
has to play the fundamental role. The
teachers lay the foundation of the edifice
of national regeneration and national
prosperity. They constitute the master in-
struments through which reconstruction
plans have to be put through. These facts
are not generally recognized to the extent

they should be and strangely enough, the
profession of teaching, in spite of the
vital and strategic position which it occu-
pies in the body politic, still remains one
of the most unremunerative of the learned
professions. It is argued that there are no
financial prizes, such as men strive for in
business. The teacher must find his reward
not in the form of high salaries or accu-
mulated fortunes but in the intellectual
life of the scholar, ‘in the fellowship of
cultivated colleagues in the companion-
ship of young minds and young hearts’
and in the gratitude and friendship of his
students. These are worthy ideals which
most teachers appreciate and practise
when they are provided with adequate
means for leading a life of dignity and
modest satisfaction. But when the teacher
is faced with the spectre of domestic
penury, as he is to-day in India, and when
he has to run the risk of an uncertain fu-
ture for himself and his dependents, he
naturally feels neglected and discour-
aged. ...

Andrew Carnegie, the illustrious Ameri-
can benefactor, wrote to his trustees on
16 April 1905, ‘I have reached the con-
clusion that the least rewarded of all pro-
fessions is that of the teacher in our
higher educational institutions. I have
therefore transferred to you and your
successors, as trustees, ten millions of
dollars, of five per cent. Mortgage bonds
of the United States Steel Corporation, to
provide retiring pensions, for the teach-
ers of universities, colleges and technical
schools in our country, Canada and New-
foundland, under such conditions as you
may adopt from time to time’. Later, the
gift was increased to fifteen millions of
dollars. It is too much to expect that
some of our enlightened industrial mag-
nates will likewise come forward to retri-
eve a situation which is growing worse
day by day? The Central Government and
the informed public should take up this
matter and reorganize the teaching pro-
fession in a manner which will restore it
to its rightful place in society.
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