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The coastal region of Tamil Nadu played a major role
in maritime activities even before the Christian era. In
the course of such activities some of the ships which
visited this coastal region, lost their anchors made of
stone or metal. This paper presents the details of a few
of such anchors recovered by the Centre for Under-
water Archaeology of Tamil University, Thanjavur. An
attempt is made to find the possible dates of these an-
chors and to calculate the approximate tonnage of ships
served by these anchors. Information on a few stone
anchors found in the west coast region is also used in
this analysis. Our study suggests the need of further
analysis of the anchors that are found in the Indian
coastal waters. This can provide interesting results re-
garding the characteristics of ships that floated in
Indian waters.

To the archaeologist, anchors and other pierced stones
found on the seabed are comparable with potsherds, be-
cause they serve as evidence in systems of deduction’.
Until the advent of iron, ships were anchored with the
help of stones of different shapes. Later, iron anchors re-
placed the stone ones gradually. Even today a few of the
traditional boats of Tamil Nadu coast use small stone an-
chors. Several studies have been undertaken to study the
types and evolution of stone and metal anchors.

In the Indian context, a number of stone anchors have
been found and studies related to them have been attemp-
ted®’. But they are mostly restricted to the west coast.
Only an intensive exploration can reveal such anchors in
the east coast. Surveys conducted in Tamil Nadu coast,
particularly Ramanathapuram region, yielded five medieval
period stone anchors and two metal anchors of about a
century and half old (Figure 1)*.

Description of anchors
Metal anchor 1

In 1986, a stock type iron anchor was salvaged off Thondi
at a depth of 10 m (Figure 2), which weighs about one
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tonne. The length of the shank is about 2.0 m. The sub-
merged portion of the teeth in the seabed is eroded. One
side of the stock and the shackle that connected the chain
are broken. The broken portions of the stock and shackle
suggest that the anchor was detached on hitting the ship-
side while it was hauled up. On cleaning the top layers,
engravings were found on one side of the shank and near
the crown of the anchor (Figures 3 and 4). From the en-
graving it can be inferred that 1864 stands for the year of
manufacture. The name Guerigny may imply the com-
pany that moulded the anchor. The significance of the
other letters is not clearly understood.

Metal anchor 2

A stock type stone anchor, similar to anchor 1, in heavily
rusted condition was salvaged off Mullai Thivu Island near
Rameswaram coast at a depth of 8 m (Figure 5). The
length of the shank is about 1.5 m. Entire parts of the
anchor are highly corroded but the shapes are intact. No
engravings were found on this anchor.
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Figure 1. Map showing the places where the anchors were found.

1261






