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Census of India, 1931

There is an imposing array of statistical
tables and graphs in the Census Report
of 1931, illuminated by a clever exposi-
tion of some of the fundamental prob-
lems of human population relevant to
them. According to the figures provided
in the Report, India occupies the fore-
most place among the countries of the
world in the number of inhabitants and if
the rate of increase such as occurred
between 1871 and 1881, viz. 47.74 mil-
lions were to be steadily maintained, she
would almost certainly continue to hold
this dizzy eminence indefinitely. But
instead of being a matter of satisfaction,
it might well prove a source of irritating
embarrassment to the statesmen guiding
her destinies. The actual increase in the
number of population of this country
which has occurred in the last decade is
estimated at a figure which approaches
equality with that of European countries
like France and Italy and exceeds that of
Spain and Poland. The urban areas have
contributed about 19.2 per cent to this
total increase of nearly 34 millions while
the remainder represents the increment
supplied by the inhabitants of the rural

parts of India. A population of such
magnitude as 354 millions spread over
an area of eighteen hundred thousand
square miles must fill the mind of both
the government and discerning public
with grave apprehensions and even some
of the subsidiary problems such as the
relative proportions in the number of
men and women at their reproductive
ages, the number of births and infantile
mortality, the agricultural holdings and
the occupations of the people, unem-
ployment, migration of the people and a
number of other allied questions have an
importance and significance peculiar to
India. The satisfactory solution of any of
these or all of them must baftle the re-
sources of the most accomplished
statesmen even if each of the problems
should remain without further complica-
tions. Judging by the comparative tables
provided in the report, the inference may
naturally be drawn that further increase
of Indian population will render the
problems still more complex and their
solution must present insuperable diffi-
culty. The grave aspects of these ques-
tions, it appears to us, should engage the
attention of the people themselves no
less than that of the Government and the
attack should be made in a spirit of
mutual understanding and helpful co-
operation.

Almost all the recent writers on the
population problem discuss it in relation
to the question of food supply. It is
argued that in India, the great masses of
rural population who live perpetually on
the verge of insufficiency would become
involved in a serious economic position
if further accretions are permitted to
occur without let or hindrance. This,

however, is a contingency which accord-
ing to the Census Report has not arrived,
but no one can afford to ignore the need
for so regulating the growth of popula-
tion that it is able to subsist on the
produce of the land without further
imperilling the standard of living. It
ought to be the endeavour of the people
to raise the standard, if possible, so that
their children are provided with the
means of obtaining the benefits of educa-
tion and employment in the professions
for which they are best fitted. The rem-
edy usually suggested for checking the
indiscriminate and excessive increase of
population is the widespread practice of
contraceptive methods. Some of the
advanced thinkers are so convinced of
the efficacy of this doctrine that they
lend the weight and authority of their
names to the movement which advo-
cates the introduction of birth control
methods . . . .

It seems to us that at the present
moment, the remedy suggested to limit
the population of India within reasonable
bounds, purely for economic reasons,
does not receive support from the Census
figures and the interpretation of them.
However, birth-control methods might be
found necessary to form part of the
social programme of this country if
Western conditions and ideals of life, the
economic fever and fret of competition
were reproduced here on the scale of
the most advanced European coun-
tries where this doctrine of regulating
the birth of babies is generally accepted.
In India the conditions are still not
quite favourable for universally wel-
coming this wild goose that lays no

eggs. . ..
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