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HISTORICAL NOTES

texts, that are anterior, by any reckoning,
to the eras of astronomical advance in
Babylonia or i Greece is that astro-
nomical ideas developed in India in stages
and these stages can be seen in the
different layers of the Vedic texts, the
Brahmanas, and the Vedanga lyotisa.
The evidence from the design of the
altar of Figure 1 confirms that the year
was divided into two parts: winter solstice
to summer solstice being equal to 181
days, and midsummer-to-midwinter of
184 or 185 days. This means that the
Brahmana rites could not belong to the
1st millennium BC. This conclusion is
of the greatest significance for the chro-
nology of the Vedic texts and it invali-
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