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that where we believed that we were
standing on firm and safe ground, all
things are, in truth, insecure and in a
state of flux.’

To my mind, Sir Kail Popper was the
nearest a person who lived in my times
has come to deserving the Platonic mantle
of the philosopher king, “to (com-
memorale} whom, the siate should erect
monuaments, and offer sacnfices as to
demigods, a man blessed by grace, and
godhke’. An intellectual of extraordinary
calibre, a scholar of encyclopedic and
catholic breadth of knowledge, a
philosopher of dcep foresight and vision
and incisive depth, a communicator
known for his simple, lucid expression,
he produced. onginal ideas which were
at the same time, fundamental and simple
and which may be remembered twenty
centuries from now, much as Plate 1s
remembered and revered today.

This writer shares Mary Midgley’s
belief that in this age of narrow super-
specialization, scientists have become
philosophically illiterate. Scientists tend
to fear that Sir Karl Popper has put them
into a straitjacket, that each time they
present a paper at a conference or write
one for publication or prepare a proposal
for a grant, they have to project it in an

unambiguous Popperian framework, set-
ting out clearly a hypothesis that they
must then falsify, It 1s in fact Popper's
assertion that what distinguishes science
from other pretensions to knowledge is
the preoccupation with ignorance, the
readiness to dispel it with a well arranged
programme of bold and risky conjecture
followed by systematic critical experimen-
tation and refutation. To be picpared (o
erT, to anticipate mistakes by consciously
and dehiberately seeking them out, to
lecarn from them is therefore whal the
scientific enterprise is alt about. Thus the
scientist is different, from say, a politician
or a priest, because he is prepared to
change his mind as the catalogue of facts
change. Popper’s philosophy is thus
primarily one of action rather than one
of obscurantist pedanticism. Scientists and
knowledge workers can benefit immea-
surably, it they can try to follow Popper
in their investigation of their work and
accept Sir John Eccles’ exhortation to
adopt his ideas ‘as the basis of operation
of one’s scientific Itfe’,

It will be appropriate to end this essay
on Popper’s legacy of reason with
moderation with two quotations —one, a
favourite of Poppers from the pre-
Socratic philosopher Xenophanes:

Sir Kar]l Popper—Philosopher of science

An obituary by B. V. Thosar

Sir Karl Poppcr, one of the most eminent
philosophers of modern times, passed
away on 17 September 1994. He was a
refugee from Hitler's Nazism and found
refuge in England and spent the rest of
his life as Professor in the prestigious
London School of Economics, inspiring
successive generations of students and
leaders in humanistic pursuits—opolitical,
social and economic affairs, not only in
his adopted country but in all the in-
dustrialized countrics of the Weslern
World.,

Popper is well known as the author of
the book, The Open Socicty and s
Enemnies (Hutchinson, 1959), wrilten near-
ly five dccades ago, which was the
strongest criticism of Marxism and one
might say, forecast the downfall of com-

munism as practided in Soviet Union,
which nevertheless, in those days appeared
to advance from strength to strength and
came to be recognized as the second
super power, nearly comparable to USA.
Both these powers based on completely
opposite philosophical foundations, resul-
ted in their engagement in what came to
be known as the ‘Cold War’, which had
to be accepted by the rest of the world
as a fact of political life, {rom which
there seemed to be no escape. However,
Popper’s uncompromising philosophical
opposition to Marxism and deeply held
belief in democratic freedom were com-
pietely vindicated as we know, thiough
the collapse of Soviet Communism,
though it took several decades to happen.
There is no doubt that thinkers and leadets
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The gods did not reveal,
from the beginning,
All thungs to us,
but 1n the course ¢f time
Through seeking we may learn
and know things beiter,
But as for certamn truth,
no man has known it,
Nor shall he know (i,
neither of the gods
Nor yer of all things
of which I speak.
For even if by chance
he were to utter
The final truth, he would
himself not know it:
For all is but
a woven web of guesses.

and the other from Popper himself:

Man has created new worlds—of lang-
uage, of music, of poetry, of science; and
the most important of these is the world
of the moral demands, for equality, for

freedom, and for helping the weak.

—The Open Society
and lts Enemies, vol. 1, p. 65.
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in the free, democratic world, such as
Margaret Thatcher drew inspiration from
Popper’'s way of thinking, which
strengthened their hands as political acti-
vists. The inherent flaws in Marxist
philosophy, as discemed by Popper,
developed in due course, in bringing about
the downfall of a mighty super power.
He was, however, in the ftruest sense a
philosopher, giving due consideration to
all aspects of a subject under dtscussion.
It has becn pointed out, therciore, that
he remained ficrcely independent, main-
taining that he was avowedly anti-Marxist
but ‘a socialist in the intellectual sense’,

Popper’s {ame throughout the world
rested, as wrilten above, on his opposition
to Marxismn and advocacy of democratic
freedom, It is, however, not genetally
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hnown that he was egually ermnent as a
‘rhalocepher of science’™, mavbe because
this 15 a comparainely new ntellectuad
discipline, at icast in so far ay modem
soicnce has advanced say. alter Newlon,
for over nearly 200 years. One has to
remember, in this context that science 1S
advancing  durnmnmg  the recent  closing
decades of 2(¢h century at a tremendous
speed. opening up many new wlerdis-
cipiinary  arcas of scientfic knowledge
such as melecular brology. rescarch In
ncuroscience and the buman brain, not
10 speak of radio-astronomy and computer
seicnce. It s essential and highly impor-
tant that an overview is taken of all this
sclentific adsance and of its implications
for human socety. culture and civilizauon
by philosophers who themsecives may be
non-scientists. This is the role of a
philosopher of science and Sir Karl Pop-
per has been acclaimed as the most
onginal and outstanding philosopher of
this Nind.

One may now mentuon, though not mn
much detad, what have been regarded as
the most important philosophical ideas of
Popper 1n this new area of knowledge.

Scienufic knowledge. According to
Popper Science is Scientific Method. As
he puts it, phrlosophers are as free as
others to use any mcthod in searching
for truth, There is no mecthod peculiar to
philosophy. ... The central problem of
epistemology has always been and still
15 the problem of growth of knowledge.
And the growth of knowledge can be

studied best by studying the growth of

scientific knowledge. Thus, Popper atla-

ches the highest wvalue to  scientific

knowledge 1in man’s quest for truth.
Creativity of science. Popper has
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propounded new and original 1deas about
the creation of universally important and
fundamental theories in scicnce, such as
the thcory of relativity and the guantum
theory. According to him, there are three
potnis toe stress about the process of
invention of scientific theory. First, how
the theory was arrived at has no bearing
on its scientific or logical status. Second,
the observations and experiments in gues-
tion, far from giving rse to the theory,
are partinlly derived from it, and are
designed to test it. Third, at no pount
does induction come into the matter. It
is important {0 notice that in Popper's
philosophy of science, imagination and
inturtion are vital and esscntial com-
ponents in the process of creativity — the
formation of fundamentally new scientific
theonries and knowledge.

Reality of the objective world. The
totally different nature of Popper’'s
philosophy from that of others like the
ogical positivists may be seen from the
'ollowing example. The logical positivists
would have said that ‘God exists’ 1s just
meaningless nonsense. Popper would say
that it 1s a statement which has meaning
and could be true, but because therc is
no conceivable way in which it might
be falsified it is not a scientific statement,
Popper was a realist in today’s sense of
the word, the sense ol believing that a
material world exists independently of
expentence and of human consciousness.
This was also Einstein’s view on the
question of reality of the objective world.

3-World theory. The most original,
revolutionary and profound contribution
of Popper to scientific philosophy is what
1s often called the 3-world theory. This
theory was developed by Popper in his
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discussions with Sir John Eccles, the
distinguished necuro-biologist and brain-
specialist. They jointly authored a remark-
able book, ‘The Self and Its Braw’
(Springer, 1977), in which the 3-world
theory of Popper is fully elucidated. A
very brief account of this theory is given
below:

World-1 is the world of physical objects
around us and their states. [t comprises
the whole cosmos of matter and energy
and all of biology including human brains.
It is clcar that scicnce physical as well
as biological is pnmarily concerned with
investigation using the scientific method
of this World-1. World-2 s the subjective
world of minds. It is the world of states
of consciousness and subjective experien-
ces. World-3 is the world of objective
knowledge and it comprises the whole
of culture and ctvilization, most impor-
tantly, language. It is the world of ideas,
art, science, language, ethics, institu-
tions—the whole cultural heritage in
short—In so far as it i1s encoded and
preserved In such World-1 oObjects as
brains, books, machines, computers, pic-
tures and records of every Kind. Although
all entities are products of human minds,
they may exist independently of any
knowing subject.

The importance of what Popper calls
World-3 1s obvious. It forms the basis
in fact, on which the future evolution of
man and his civilization will occur,
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