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ARCHZAZEOLOGICAL NOTES.

A New Archaelogical Discovery

AN unexplored site containing more than

fiftty tombs of a very remarkable and
unique type, so far India 18 concerned, has
heen discovered by the writer 1n the Las
Bella State, Baluchistan, and a few tombs
of sunilar type have aiso been discovered
im the KXarachi District The place 18
situated between the Gandh ko Mountain
and the village Bhawani, about 27 muiles
away from Karachi The tombs are lywng
m a waste land surrounded by thick bushes
of cactus

These tombs are not very g mm dimen
sion but of unusual type as this kind of
tombs are not found anywhere 1n India
They are formed m steps or tiels 5 to 9
i number These step hke tombs are made
by slabs of carved stone placed horizon
tally on the ground and around them other
beantifully carved slabs are placed vertically
forming a box hke rectangular chamber,
upon which five or six sinular chambers of
smaller dimensiong, diminishing towards the
top are made to complete the tombs These
chambers are generally closed on all sides but
in some tombs the lowest chambers are open
on all sides by forming arches 1n the slabs
On the front side of some of the tombs one
or two short stumpy pillarette with vase lhike
projections are placed on the top The
length of each tomb 1s about 6 to 7 feet,
and the height 15 about 7 to 9 feet The
width 18 about 3 feet at the base of the
tomb and about 6 inches at the top

Geometrical designs are carved 1n the
slabs showing neat and fine figures 1n rehef
The mmportant designg common to most
of the tombs are lotus and half lotug which
are the characteristic designs of the Hindus

Locally, these tombs are called by old
people, Rum Ka-Kabbar,” but they are
unable to say about their history From
the name ‘“ Rum ”’ or Rome (Roman), from
the existence of the Roman vase like pro
jections, from the unusual tvpe of tombs
and also from the fact that this sife hes
on the ancient route of Alexander the
Great, 1t may appear that there nnught be
some Greeco Roman connection but these
tombs are not 1n any way connected with
thems  These are purely Muhammadan
tombs

From the analyms of the workmanship

and designs of various remains of ancient
tombs 1 Sind, I have c¢oine to the conddu
ston that these tombs were probably built
during the perod of Samimma Diynasty of
“ind  dating Dback to, not earher than
filtcenth century A D and mot later than
seventeenth century A D

W find a gradual development of this
kind of workmapshup m Swmd from the
carhiest time upto 1450 A D and a gradual
dechne from 1550 A D

The type of workmanship and design
of these tombs are strkimgly smmilar to
that of the tomb of Jam Nizamuddin, the
fourteenth prince of the Samma Dynasty
al Tatta, though the construction of the
tombs 18 qute different wlnch dicates
that these tombs do not belong to the
Samima people

During this period, there hived in some
part of Smd and Baluehistan three powerful
Muhammadan tribes other than Samma
people  They were Karmatis, Jolias and
Numrias It 18 very probable that these
tombs belonged to the Numnas  The
word Rum 1 ° Rum Ka Kabbar” 1s
very significant The word “ Num’’ has
probably changed to Ram  1n course of
time

Though these are Muhammadan tombs,
we find a marked Hindu mnfiluence on the
worlhmanship and designg This 18 proh
ably duc to the Hindu oriwin of the Numna
tribe The Numnas as well as Jolas and
also Sammas wetre oriwinally Rajput Hindus
who were converted to Muhammadanism
m later dates

The 1dea of the step hke construction of
these tomhs wus probably carmed by
Karmatis who came from Persia and who
inter married with the Nummnas while they
settled on the valley of Pabb Hills

(" B Roy

Victoria Museum,
Karachi,
January 26, 1938

Bhutamangalam of Buddhadatta.

N the Palhh work Vinayavinieeaya com

posed 1 the fifth century A D by the
emment South Indian Buddhwist scholar,
Buddhadatta, 1t 18 stated that this work
was written by hum for the benefit of the
Buddhst Bikkhus m the monastery built
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by Vernhudidsa at a place called Bhuta-
mangalam

A tranglation of the relevant poriions
pertamnng to this place 15 given below

‘ In the tranqul willage of Bhuta
mangalam where inhabit different classes
of peple, which was the naval of the famous
Cola country, filled with groves ol plantains,
sal wood, palmyra and cocognuts, as well
as cool tanks adorned with lotuses and
utpala flowers, and the wholc soill anomted
by the flowing waters of the Cauvery, and
a Mangala endowed with all fbhe dleinents
of prosperity, 1 the beautiful and pleasant
monastervy surroundcd bv well buiit outer
walls, and moat belonging to Venhudasa,

by me who Iived (in Bhutamanga

lam) 1n a Inansion was Lomposed

this work on the prmmciples of Vinaya

for the good of Bikkhus who dewre

to learn the Vinaya text m a short time
without difficulty ~

Attempis have been made m recend
times by a few scholars 1 locating thus
historical Bhutamangalam i the Tanjore
Disiriet  The editor of Vienayavinicecaya,
Revy A P Buddbadatta, remarkhs o his
mirodnction ‘At present, there are several
places 1m that country (Tanjore) having
therr names ending in Mangal But I am
st1ll unable to identifv this Bhutamangal
with one of these places’  Later on,
Mr P T Somavasa [vengar at the suggeation
of Mr K R Subramaniam, mantaimed
that Bhutamangal un 1s the same as Budalur
in the Tanjore District ! And this 1dent
fication has Dbeen questioned by Professor
K A Niakanta Sastri?

The monasterv in which Buddhadaita
composed the Vinayaviniccoya was accord
mg to the deseription loeated 1n the heart
of the Cola countrvy sanctificd by the river
Cauvery I+ 13 thercfore nocessary to look
for Bhutamangalam 1n the DMannargudi
Taluq which s centrally situated® in the
Tanjore District

In the mseriptions? of the Cola king Raja
raja (985101 3}, there are referenceg to
Ahutamangalam  adjomming VYenni Kunam
whose chief Nagara was Y(nni now identi-
fhed with Kaillvennmi about 20 miles to the

1 P T Snnwvasa 1senger, History of the Tamals
page 531

2 Colas, 1 page 1212

3 Tanjore District Gazaticer, ed by Rutherford

¢ §77, Vol II page 65, Ep Report, No 143 of

1911
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east of Tanjore According to these inserip
tions Bhutaniangalam comprised of a number
of small sillnges, such as, Maduveh, Nenmel,
Tiruviramisiaram, ete, which can all be
located m the Mannargud: Talug of the
Tanjore District 1t 15 therefore quite ap
parent that th~ village of Bhutamangalam
must be situated not far away from Kml
venni and Tiruvirammsvaram, and must
have .occupied an extensive area originally
And 1t 18 also clear that the Bhutamangalam
of the Cola inscriptions must be the same
a$s the one menthonsd m the Vinayavine
ceaya.

So with a view to locating this place, I
went to Manniargudi on the 29th December
1937, and bv mahing local enqumries dus
covered that there were two willages of the
same name at close proxamty  One of the
two which I immediately proceeded to was
I found mainly inhabited by the Mohamina
den communty and contamed rehcs of
ancient Hindu temples  The other which 1s
about 6 mles from Mannargudi and sitnated
on the bank~ of the river Vennir, a branch
of Cauvery appeared to me to he full of
arch. vloowal potcutiahities

And tlus village 1w kuown m the locality
as Palhvaitthh Bhutamangalam , Pallivrith
18 the name of another willage which 1s
adjacent to this Bhutamangalam And asits
nanie suggests, the lands within this village
must have been owned by the Bhuddhist
monastery at Bhutamangalam ({Pall stands
for Buddhapallr ¥

In the course of my 1tmerarv i these
two villiges U discovered three brick mounds
m Padhivrittt and an exammation of these
bricks revealed that they were old Two
nore sand mounds which 1 saw at Bhuta
mangalanl may 1f exeavated yield ancilent
Buddhist relics of great value

Report 18 current in these parts that
gonie Buddha images were removed from
this place to various other villages of the
Tanjore District and I came across one such
mage 1n the Jam temple at Mannirgud:
a photograph of which 13 m mv possession

1t seems therefore safe to conclude that
the Bhutamangalam of Vmayariniccaya is
the same as the Pallivritti Bhutamangalam
of the Mannirgudi Talug in the Tanjore
Diastriet

¢ MINAKSHI

 Refer Palli mn the Tamyl Lexicon Madras Untversty
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A Cultural Museum for India.

INDIAN cultural study now leaps the bar
rier of boundaries to extend half over
Asia, from Irak fo Central Asia, China,
Japan Further India and Indonesia, so far
as Bali and distant celebes The material
avallable 1 the national collections—the
Aurel Stemn collections from Central Asia
alone are unique 48 documentary evidence
for the spread of Buddhist art and Indian
imfluence —1f brought together under one
roof, would demonstrate Indian culture 1n g
manner possible nowhere else among the
collections of the world, even 1n India
1tself

On the grounds of public policy, the
formation of a museum of Indian life and
culture cannot be too stronglv urged Now
that the bonds of Empire have become
tenuous indeed, we hold India by a thread
But 1mpalpable bonds, as has been shown
by the wvisit of the British Association

Astronomical Noles
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Ddlegation to the Jubilee Meeting of the
Indian Selence Congress Association this
month, can be made stronger than any
material forec To the depree 1n which
our futwme policy towards India 18 rooted
m an understanding of Indian aspirations
on the part of the Britash people, the
greater the strangth of the bond that will
hold this great country within the Ewmpire
A great Indian cultural museum would
certamly contribute the major part to
such an undeistanding It would show that
whatever the differcnces between the two
peoples may be, to India belongs a civila-
zation older than our own, which m art
and 1ntellectual accomplishment has been
1In no way our nferior, while 1n Buddhism
1t has produced a creed which more nearly
than any other mm the world s history
approaches the way of lIife inculecated by
Christiamty

(From Nature, Jan 29, 1938, pp 178 79)

ASTRONOMICAL

Planets during March 1938 —None of
the major planets will be 1 favourabhle posi
tions for observation during the month
Mars will be still visible 1n the western sky
1n the early part of the night , 1t 18 gradually
nearing the Sun and getting famter Tts
altitude at sunset will be only about 30°
On March 5 the planet will be close to the
Moeon, the angular distance at conjunction
being less than 3° and on March 28, 1t will
approach Uranus to a distance of 41 minutes
of are Jupiter 18 1m the constellation
Capricornus and will continue fo be a morning
star TIsIng about two hours before the Sun
Saturn can be seen low down 1n the western
skv just after sunset for a few days early
in the month and on March 29 will be in
conjunction with the Sun

Both the 1nferior planets, Mercury and
Venus will be visible as evening stars low
down 1n the western sky towards the end of
the month

The New Asteroitd 1937 U B —The name
‘““ Hermes '’ has been given to this interesting

NOTES.

minor planet, discovered by Remmmuch of
Heidelberg 1 QOectober 1937 At the time
oI 1ts nearest approach to the earth on
October 30, the objecl was just hright
enough to be vistble with the unaided cve
and was within a molhon kilometres distant

irom the earth or l~ss than three times the
Moon’s mean distance

Comet Encke —Tlus periodic comet be
came 1 faily bright object carly in December
1937 and for ' tew days was visible wath the
naked eye , since then 1t has faded consider
ablv m brightness In January, it was
moving slowly eastwards in the constella-

tion NSagittarius

Y Cassiopae —This star which 18 ordinarnily
of magnitude 2 2 had a sudden mncrease of
brightness a few months ago reaching magni-
tude 1 2 It has gradually subsided and 1
now nearly as bright as the stars a and 8 1n
the same constellation

T. P B,



