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ARCHAOLOGICAL NOTES.
Age of Ukkal and its Visnu Temple.

THE village of Ukkal! is situated onc mile
t0 the east of Kilampandal? whieh is another
village about six miles to the south of
Mamandir near Conjeevaram  (Kadici).
Dr. Hultzsch, who visited the place in 1893,
describes the ancient Vishu temple there
thus :— " Of the shrine itself, only the lower
portions remain standing and the mandapag
in front of the shrine threatens to collapse at
any moment. The bases of the shrine and
of the mandapa bear 17 inscriptions. Of
these, 14 were copied and published.®? The
remaining three were omitted as they are
incomplete.”

Of the 14 inscriptions copied, two, the
earliest in the list, belong to the re¢ign of the
late Pallava king Kampavarman. The first
one? inscribed on the south wall of the shrine,
is dated the tenth year of Kampavarman’s
reign and records that one Sadaivan entrust-
ed four hundred kadi of paddy with the
Sabha at Ukkal who pledged themselves to
feed two Bralhmins dailly with the interest
which amounted to 100 kadi per annum,
The other inseription® found on the same
wall is dated the fifteenth year of Kampa-
varman’s rule and states that the Sabha of
Ukkal received 1000 kadi of paddy from the
same Sadaiyvan and agreed to collect 500 kadi
yearly as interest on the 1000 kadi and hand
it over to the annual committee (Sammvatsara
Variya Peraumakkal).

Excepting the above two inscriptions, the
remaining twelve belong to the Cdla period.
The existence of Kampavarman’s insemp-
tions on the wall of the Visnu temple enables
us to infer that the village and the shrine
are older than the time of the earliest Cdla
king mentioned in the inseriptions from the
same temple. However, Kampavarman’s
inseriptions do not tell us who the builder
of the temple was. On the other hand, it iy
the Cola epigraphy of the place that throws
light on the antiquity of both the village
and the temple.
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Inscription No. 1,% dated the twenty-third
year of the Cola king Rajakesarivarman,
speaks of the other ancient names of the
village of Ukkal—"Sivacidamanimangalam”
and " Aparajitacaturvedimangalam,” which
are undoubtedly Pallava names. We know
that Rajasimha bore the surname * Sivacida-
mani ' and that Aparajita was the last
Pallava king. The village must have received
its name Sivacidamanimangalam  after
Rajasimha 1m his time and then Aparajita-
caturvédimangalam after Aparajita In the
latter's regime. The name Sivaciiddmani-
mangalam takes the age of the village as far
back as the seventh century A.I). Another
name of the village referred to in the Cola
inscriptions is Sr1 Vikramabharanacatur-
védimangalam, which must have been given
after some Co6la king subsequent to the
Cdla conquest of Tondaimandalam.

Regarding the origin of the temple, the
Cola epigraphy tells us that tts ancient name
was  Bhuvammanikka  Visnugrhamn. Dr.
Hultzsch has admitted that Bhuvanimanikka
““ The ruby of the world ¥ might have been
a biruda of the unknown founder of the
temple. But it may be observed that the
Pallava king Nrpatungavarman had a queen
by mname Prithivimanikkam,¥ and that a
measure was also known after the same
qucen.® So far as the meaning of the two
names ‘Bhuvanimanikkam ’® and ° Prithivi-
manikkam ’ goes, there is absolutely no
diffcrence. Hence it may be suggested that
it is not unlikely that this queen was the
builder of the Visnu temple at Ukkal. This
tentative inference may be well substanti-
ated if any of the fragmentary inscriptions
on its walls could be assigned to the time
of Nrpatunga.'® And a proper and careful
study of the architeciural features of the
ruined temple may yield additional support
towards the dating of this temple.
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