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A NEW RECORD OF SPIDERS AS PREDATORS
OF SORGHUM SPIDERMITE OLIGONYCHUS
INDICU'S (HIRST) (ACARIL TETRANYCHIDAE)

M. MANJUNATHA and PUTTASWAMY*
Department of Emtomology. University of Agricultural
Sciences, G. K. V. K. Campus, Bangalore 560 065, India.
*Regional Research Station, V. C. Farm, Umwersity of
Agricultural Sciences, Mandya 571 405, Ind:a.

THE mute Oligonychus indicus (Hirst) is one of the
important spider mite pests of sorghum (Sorghum
bicolor (L) Moench) and many insect natural
enemies have been recorded on it although spiders
are rarely viewed as natural enemies of this
important pest’. However, such observations on
other phytophagous mites are available like spiders
feeding on Panonychus ulmi Koch on apple? the
species of spiders belonging to Microphantidae
feeding on O. punicae (Hirst) on avocado® and
spiders Philodromus sp. and Theridion murarium
(Emerton) on spider mites of peaches®.

During our investigation (1982-85) at the Main
Research Station, University of Agricultural Sciences,
Dharwad, Karnataka, on the population dynamics
of O. indicus in relation to its natural enemies and
weather parameters apart from insects, five species
of spiders were observed in the clasping leaf sheaths
of mite susceptible sorghum vanety TAM-2566.
They were found to move out of their hiding during
cooler hours and feed on all the stages of mite. In
the laboratory when each species of the spider was
confined to cages containing sorghum leal infested
with mites, they were found to feed readily on alil
stages of the mite. The spiders were identified as
Uloborus sp. (Uloboridae), Argyrodes sp. (Theridiidae),
Theridula sp. (Therndidae), Theridion sp. and Cheira-
cantheum Sp. (Chebionidae) which forms a new
record.

The authors are grateful to Dr B. K. Biswas of
Zoological Survey of India, Calcutta, for determi-
nation of spiders.
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ANNOUNCEMENT

SWAMI PRANAVANAND YOUNG SCIENTIST AWARD—--1988

The Indian Society of Developmental Biologists
invites nominations from individuals and institutions
for the Swami Pranavanand Science Award, 1988, to
be given for outstanding research work in the field of
Developmental Biology to Young Indian Scientist
below 32 years of age. The date of birth of the
aspirants should be January 1, 1956 or thereafter.
Besides the citation, the award carries a cash prize of

Rs. 3000/-. The awardee will be invited to deliver an
oration at the next symposium of the society.
Nominations along with five typed copies of the
statement of the scientists’ contribution, a set of
reprints of his published papers, brief biodata and
his consent should reach Prof. R. P. Maleyvar,
Department of Zoology, Kurukshetra University,
Kurukshetra 132 119, on or before 20 April 1989,




