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obsen ations emphasize the participation of alterna-
tne pathway i DDT and endosulphan-induced
activation of the cascade. The involvement of
classical pathway was ruled out by estimating
CHsy levels in vitro which serve as an index of
complement activation through classical pathway'",
Either of these insecticides did not produce any
alteration i CHy, levels when incubated with
normal human sera. Since these insecticides are
likely to gain constant entry in the body through
food chain series and other routes and can produce
cumulative mantfestations, they may play a signifi-
cant role 1in many of the pathological situations
assoclated with the antibody independent agtivation
of the complement cascade. Such manifestations
may range from immunodeficiency to allergic
diseases'™*!. Immunosuppressive effects of chlorin-
ated insecticides tncluding DDT and histamine
release by DDT have earlier been documented!???,
Chang er al'* reported a reduction in the Fc and
complement receptor bearing leukocytes in the
patients suffering from polychlonnated biphenyl
poisoning. They speculated the low immunity to
infection observed 1n these patients as the outcome
of this impairment. The present investigation pro-
vides some additicnal clue to the mode of interac-
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ANNOUNCEMENT

SEROTONIN EXPLORED
WHAT ARE ITS ACTIONS?
HOW CAN IT BE MANIPULATED FOR THERAPEUTIC USES

27th/28th June 1988, LLondon Marnott Hotel, London

This conference will provide a timely overview of
the current status of research into serotonin and will
discuss what 1s known about its many actions in the
body, how these can be manipulated by drugs acting
on serotonin receptors for therapeutic uses, and the
progress being made in this field of drug develop-
ment. Among the therapeutic areas discussed will

be cardiovascular disorders, in particular hyper-
tension, migraine, anxiety, depression, schizo-
phrenia, and gastro-intestinal disorders such as
emesis and motility disfunction.

For details please contact: Dr Penny Robinson,
IBC Technical Services Ltd., Bath House, 356
Holborn Viaduct, London EC1A 2EX.




