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Systematic Studies in Polygonaceae of Kashmir Hima-
tava by A. H. Munshi and G. N. Javied, (Published
by Scientific Publishers, Jodhpur, India), 1986,
pp- 215, (ISBN 8-85046-32-8), Price Rs. 275.

The Polygonaceae are predominantly herbaceous
plants of the north temperate regions and of high
mountains but of limited distribution elsewhere in
the tropics. The monogeneric, Oxyria digyna 1s
unique in occurring in the arctic zone, on mountain
ranges of Europe and Asia and even on the high
mountains along the equator in East Africa. The
family 1s well represented on the Himalayan moun-
tain system. Some of its members, like Bisroria
affines (D. Don) Greene (syn. Polygonum uaffine D,
Don), form attractive creeping patches on rocks at
high altitudes adding colour to the landscape with
their pink, red or purple flowers. A few are of food
value (buckwheat, Rhreurm) and medicinally useful
(Rheum-rhubarb).

The book under review gives an exhaustive
account of the morphology {(including anatomy and
cytology with chromosome numbers), taxonomy,
palynology, epidermal features and relevant phy-
togeographical aspects of as many as 50 species
belonging to 10 genera of the family collected by the
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authors in different sectors of Kashmir Himalaya at
altitudes ranging between 1000 and 4800 m. above
msl. The supporting illustrations, however, are
unsatisfactory, particularly those of Herbarium
sheets in the taxonomy section. Line diagrams are
always preferable for depicting the diagnostic fea-
tures of a species. The photographs in other sections
are also poor (e.g. what can one make of the
illustration no.l. n Platc LV? — nothing is seen
here, at least in the reviewer’s copy). The book
concludes with a general discussion, bibliography
and index.

While, no doubt, there is useful tnformation in the
book, 1t can be of interest only to the select few
interested in the particular family. For a first look.
the book appears well produced and printed but
there are several printing errors and the binding is
weak (it had split even when it came to the hands of
the reviewer). The price 15 also prohibitive, perhaps,
even for the libraries.
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ANNOUNCEMENT

INSA BURSARY GRANT SCHEME

The Indian National Science Academy wnvites
applications from individual scientists for the Bur-
sary grant (non-recurring) which has been mnitiated
by the Academy to provide one time supplementary
support to individual scientists for carrying out
research effectively. The grant must be utihzed for
the purchase of equipment (if not available in the
luboratory). components and accessories, chemicals
and other such items concerned for research and/or
to organize a small group discussion of professional
colleagues on important aspects of rescarch and
development, or any other significant activity re-
luted to research. Under no circumstances shall the
Bursary grant be used for attending conferences
abroad or in India. The Bursary grant will not be

periodic or recurring as this s a relatively small
amount ranging between Ry, 10,000/- to Rs, 20, (K-
and in exceptional cases up to Rs. 0 KX)/-.

The objectives and scope of the Bursary scheme
will remain dynamic and will be suitably changed 1o
render it more effective based on the experience
pgaincd.

Application form for the Bursary grant may be
obtained from the office of the Executive Secretary,
Indian National Science Academy, Buahadur Shah
Zafur Marg, New Dethe 1HOO02 and may be
submitted three months i advance, The applica-
tions normally get sereened once i three months by
a sub-committee constituted by the Academy.




