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there was difference in the concentrations of TMAO.
This- could probably be due to the differences in
environment at the different fishing grounds from
where the catch was obtained. The different methods
available for the analysis of TMAO could also con-
tribute to some degree of variation in results.

Since the volatile amines are important as an index
of quality of fish and as they are derived from TMAO
either by the action of enzymes present in fish muscle®
or in bacteria'® or due to some non-enzymic reac-
tions'’, the data of TMAO presented could prove useful
as reference values for predicting the shelf life of fish

catch. This has scope in the commercial fishing
industry,
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

THIRD INTERNATIONAL TINPLATE CONFERENCE 1984

The Third International Tinplate Conference will be
held at the Europa Hotel, London in the week com-
mencing 15th October, 1984. A leaflet giving advance
notice and details with a booking form for submission

of papers 1s available now from the Institute,

Further information may be had from: The
International Tin Research Institute, Fraser Road,
Perivale, Greenford, Middlesex, UB6 7AQ England.

WAVE SOLDERING SURFACE-MOUNTED COMPONENTS

The increasing miniaturisation of electronic circuits
has been made possible partly by the introduction of
emaller discrete components, such as resistors and
capacitors, in the form of leadless chips that are
surface-mounted to the normal underside of a printed

circuit board. These chip components are designed to
be compatible with the wave soldering process, but
their use presents certain problems that must be
overcome in order 1o achieve fault-free soldering. (Thn
and lts Uses, No. 138, 1983)
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The Indian Association for the Cultivation of
Science, Calcutta.

The annual grant of Rs. 20,000 which the Central
Government has been awarding to this institution has
suffered a cut on account of the financial stringency
and the offer of Rs. 18,000 for the next financial year
by the Standing Finance Committee of the Assembly
was based on the report of the Educational
Commissioner with the Government of India who
inspected the institution in September last. We have
always thought that 1t 1s an extremely short-sighted
policy to curtail subsidies to research institutions in
general and in particular to those whose work has
earned for India a distinct position in the world of
international science. The inveterate tendency on the
part of Governments to measure the value of scientific
research in terms of its practical applicability to the
administrative affairs is hard to cure and the utili-
sation of its results for increasing the material wealth of
the Nation, while necessary and important, must be
subordinate to the claims of wider knowledge and
deeper penetration into the mysteries of Nature.
Judged by this standard, the Indian Association for
the Cultivation of Science under the inspiring gui-
dance of Sir C. V. Raman has achieved remarkable
results and his successor Dr, K. §. Krishnan whose
zeal and devotion for scientific research are well
known, requires perhaps greater financial encourage-
ment than has hitherto been accorded to the
Association. Scientific work should not be made to

depend on the financial vicissitudes of Government,
for its orderly and uninterrupted progress must be
assured of a steady and satisfactory income, without
subjecting the grant to be based on “a review of the
position and the work of the Association annually”

The 150th Apniversary of the Asiatic
Society of Bengal.

On the 15th January the Asiatic Society of Bengal
celebrated the 150th anniversary of its foundation by
an afternoon conversazione in the Indian Museum,
and a banquet in the evening followed by a special
anniversary meeting. The Conversazione was attended
by the Mayor of Calcutta and about five hundred
ladies and gentlemen, the leading citizens of Calcutta.
It took the form of a garden party on the lawn of the
Museum and special and most interesting collection of
exhibits, consisting of paintings lent by the Academy
of Fine Arts, copies of old documents from the
Imperial Records Department, mostly of the eig-
hteenth century and some concerning the Asiatic
Society, paintings of plants from the Botanical Survey,
Javanese and Siamese sculptures from Dr. S. K.
Chatteryi, chemical and physical processes in action by
the University College of Science and Technology,
prehistoric and tenth century finds from the
Archaeological Survey, fossils, crystals and economic
products from the Geological Survey, birds of Bengal
from Dr. S. C. Law, diseases, their prevention and
treatment, by the School of Tropical Medicine and
Hygiene, medals and coins by His Majesty’s Mint,
Kaffir attire, fish, crustacea and insects from the
Zoological Survey,

The Banquet was honoured by the presence of His
Excellency Sir Jobn Anderson, Governor of Bengal,
who is the Patron of the Society, and took place in 1ts
126 year old hall, surrounded by portraits and busts of
former members who have made history in Bengal.
Ninety-three members and guests took part, including
the Consular representatives of France, Germany,
Holland, Sweden and the United States of America,
the Archbishop of Calcutta, the Hon. Sir M. N. Roy
Chowdhury, Sir David Ezra, the Hon. Nawab K. G.
M. Faroqui, Sir C. C. Ghose, the Hon. Sir A. K.
Ghuznavi, Lord Sinha, the Hon. Sir B. P. Singh Roy,
and Sir Jadu Nath Sircar. The toast of the Guests was
proposed by the President, Dr. L. L. Fermor, to which



