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Inoculations with fragmented mycelium or zoo-
spores ont the host seedlings rawsed in stefile sand,
developed disease symptoois in 7-11 days, identical
to those in the field. Srmular moculations were
made on other crucifers such as mustard (Brassica
campestris L.), turnip {(B. napus L.), knol khol
(B. oleracea L. var, cawlorapa) and radish
(Raphanus satnuy L.} 1 which mustard became
infected, a mu'd infection appeared in turnip and
radish while Anol khol! was not susceptible at all
Cultural characters and morphology of the patho-
gen indicated 1its identity with Pyrhium butler:
Subraman:am, to which it 15 referred (IMI 173180).
Root and stalk rot and damping off diseases incited
by this pathogen have been recorded on several
economic crop plants!~i0, but not in cabbage and
cauliffiower and other crucifers, thus extending its
host range from India.

The first author (SLS) expresses his gratitude to
the Indian Council of Agricultural Research, New
Delh:, for the award of a Senjor Research Fellow-
ship. Thanks are due to the Director, Common-
wealth Mycological Ianstitute, Kew, England, for
identifying the species.
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A New Record of Bacillus cerens on the Spotted
Bolworm, Erias vitrella (F.)

In recent studies on the pests of coiton and
bhendi (A belmescus esculentus), the larvae of Erigs
vitiella (F.) were found infected by a bacterium
in the field. The pathogen was identified as
Bacillus cereus.

B. cereus has been reported on the southern
armyworm {(Barbers, 1938), eye-spotted bud-moth,
Spilonota ocellana (Legner, 1973), codhing moth
(Stephens, 1952) and larch sawfly, Prisfphora
erichsonti (Htg.) (Heimpel, 1954 4). But ihere
appeats to be no record of it on E. virrella,

While examining the bollworm .nfested bhendi
fruits collected from the fields around Dharwar,
the authors noticed some of the larvae decad inside
the fruits, The body was filled with fluid ; the skin
was intact and the fluid emitted a putrefying smell
when teased. Colour of the body was pale. The
percentage of the infected larvac varied from 9
to 10. Medium-sized larvae wh.ch measured & mm
(o0 11 mm were found highly susceptible.

This appears to be the first record of B. cereus
on E. vutella.

Our thanks are due to Dr. Gerard M, Thomas,
of the University of California for identifying the

pathogen, and toc Dr. S V. Patl, Director of
Instruction, Agncultural College, Dharwar, for
encouragement.
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