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QOurselves.

ITH this issue, Current Science enters

on its third year, so the present is

regarded as a suitable occasion to review the
progress of the past two years.

1t has been generally admitted by scienti-
fic workers, botli in India and abroad, that
the Journal fulfils a long-felt want; that it
represents the progress, at any rate, of a
large secfion of Indian science; and thatb it
provides a useful medium for active scienti-
fic contact between India and the rest of
the world. The popularity of the Journal
is evidenced by the large number of contri-
butors and wide cirele of rcaders both in
India and elsewhere. Its publications are
abstracted and reviewed by various techni-
cal Journals in different parts of the worid.
The original contributions, as also many of
the Special Articles, are cited 1n literature
and extracts liberally quoted. It is indeed
flattering to note that some of the articles
appearing in  Current Science have been
reproduced as such in a number of technical
Journals.

From the scientific point of view, the most
important section of the Journal is that
which relates to Letters to ILditor. The
valune of a science news Journal depends
largely on prompt publication of new find.
ines and this fact is recognised by the
Editors who are endeavouring to provide all
possible facilities in this direction. Letters
which are received up to the 9th or 10th
of each month are generally included in the
issue appearing in about a fortnight from
that date. XExcept in some occasional cases
where the referee resides at somie consider-
able distance, or is otherwise unable to
deal quickly with the matter, every note
is promptly scrutinised and the authors
informed of the decigions of the Board as
early as possible.

The techuical status of & Journal is large-
ly determnined by the quality of its matter
and this applies more than anything clse
to the nature of the announcement which
figure in correspondence columns.  Groeat
care is being oxerciged therefore in the sern-
tiny of papers recoived for publication in
this seetion, In this connection it may be
mentionsd that acting on the recommenda-
tions of their specialisl referecs, the Editors
have on sovoral occeasions buen obliged either
to refuse publications or to return papers

! to authors for the necessary alterationg.



2

ra—

Thizs was always done in good faith and
with proper courtesy and it is pleasing to
record that ost authors accepted the
decisions in the right spirit.

It 18 largely as the result of the above
that the Letters columns of Current Science
have found favour with many of the contri-
butors from both within India and abroad.
The columns have provided space not only
for announcements of new findings but also
for discussion of themes of controversial
character. The latter have elicited many
points of much scientific interest and except
in a few stray cases, have generally becen
marked by moderate tone and liberal
outiook.

The Special Articles have always formed
an important feature of the Journal. They
are mostly contributions from experts iIn
the respective lines and generally written in
a style and manner calculated to interest
not only other specialists in the line bub
also those pursuing other branches of
science. The articles have generally been
of the nature of reviews covering a vast
tield and often including a useful part of
the author’'s own contributions te the
sunbject. Some have also been themes with
constructive suggestions relating to certain
scientific departments of the Government,
There have also been some others dealing
with subjects of topical interest such as the
Cyclone on the East coast, and the Earth-
guake in Bihar.

The leading articles have generally dealt
with subjects of popular as well as specialis-
ed technical interest. They have covered a
wide range of themes from molasses to birth-
control and from the several letters we
have received it has to be inferred that
they are being read with considerable
mterest by a large section of readers. The
articles have not been mere scientific dis-
cassions : in many cases, they have also
incinded constructive suggestions some of
which have already been adopted while
others are being seriousiy considered by the
Governments or organisations concerned.
Particular mention may be made of the
articles relating to Marine Fisheries, Pro-
tection of Game and an Academy of
Sciences for India—all of which have exeited
consgiderable interest both in India and
abroad.

In Januvary of every year the Journal
issues a speeial Supplement relating to the
meeting of the Indian Science Congress
held during that month, The Supplement
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includes a leading article, the Presidential
Address in exienso and abstracts of the
different Sectional Addresses. Some space
iz also devoted to summaries of public
lectures and technical symposia held under
the auspices of the Congress. Proceedings
of annual meetings of different learned
Societies which take placc during the Con-
gress Week are also briefly narrated. In
addition to the above, the gecond volume
of the Journal also includes a special
Review Suapplement relating to a wide
range of publications issued during that
yvear. Iti1s hoped that with more encour-
agement and better co-operation, it will be
possible during succeeding years to issue
more supplements, dealing with a wide
range of subjects.

The Research Notes inelude abstracts
of & number of outstanding contributions
in different branches of science. In addition
to noticing subjects of puarely scientific
interest, spocial effort ig also made to
include findings of practical importance.
The available space being rather restricted,
it 1s not possible to include notes relating to
all branches of science in any single issue
of the Journal, but the matter is being so
distributed that most of the subjects are
covered 1 the course of a few months,

The section of Science News i8 devoted
to a variety of subjects such as certain types
of technical matter which for certain reasons
cannot be included under other heads,
scienfific items of general interest, univer-
sity and educational intelligence, appoint-
ments, scholarships for higher studies and
such like. This section has been popular
with a large section of readers and it is
hoped that it will be possible to make it
still more interesting and useful in the later
issnes,

Some space is allotted to subjects of
industrial interest but it has not 8o far been
possible to find themes of such general
interest as would appeal to most of our
readers. It is hoped, however, with increas-
ing interest in the indnstrial development
of the country it would be possible to allot
more space to this section.

The advertisements relating to scientifie
equipment or technical literature are qnibe
gelect in their character, They are sponsor-
ed by firms of very high standing and we
are proud to include them among our
clients. Owing to the fairly long interval
that lapses bet ween the issues of the Journal,
we have so far been able to attract only
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a few advertisements relating to higher
appointments in science, but it is hoped that
it will be possible to include more in the
present and the later volumes. In addition
to this 16 is also proposed to provide some
additional space under the section of
Science News or elsewhere for brief notes
relating to some of the higher appointments
for which applications are invited during
the month in which the Journal appears.

Taken on the whole, the past two years
have withessed the consolidation of the
position of the Journal both in India and
abroad, accompanied by steady improve-
ment in various directions. Any little sue-
cess that has been achieved is largely due
to the active support and co-operation of
a number of scientific workers in India and
abroad. To them as also to our other
friends we are thankful for the good start
which the Journal has made and the bright
outlook for the future.

KEven in days of general affluence, scienti-
fic journalism was rarcly ever a financial
success. It need hardly be wondered there-
fore that in these days of stringency,
Current Science can hardly hope to run on
the comparatively small income derived
from subscriptions alone. Fortunately for
the venture, 2 few Universities and scientific

ingtitutions have generously come to our
assistance. Particular mention may be made
of the liberal donations from the Universities
of Madras, Mysore, Hyderabad and Nagpur,
a8 also the Indian Science Congress. The
Council of the Indian Institute of Science
have not only given substantial annual grants
but have also provided the Journal with
room for its office and other facilities. But
tor these and other friends who have liberally
donated in their private capacities, the
Journal would not have been the .success
that it is to-day.

Even at the time of our writing, the
financial position of the Journal is not so
strong as one would wish it to be. The
income is just about sufficient to mest the
liabilities, so there is hardly any margin
for fresh developments. It is earnestly
hoped therefore that more Universities,
scientific Institutions and private donors
would come forward and help the promoters
in  their venture. Current Science is a
national institution standing for the progress
of science in India and it is the duty of every
one interested in the welfare of the country
to rally round and render all possible assist-
ance to make the Journal an international
success.

The Great Indian Fin Whale (Balenoptera [ndica) stranded at Bombay.

ON 7th May a large specimen of the
Great Indian Fin Whale was washed
ashore at the Colaba Reclamation, Bombay.
The specimen had evidently been long doad
as it was thrown ap in a highly decomposed
condition. Being an unusual sight and con-
sidered a sacred animal, news of the monster
spread far and wide. Hundreds of people con-
tinued to visit the spot for several days till the
carcass was removed. In spite of the condition
of the carcass people flocked to collect the
oozing blubber and portions of the meat.
The condition of the animal was such that
it was quite impossible to make detailed
notes to amplify the meagre description of
Blandford in the Fauna British India
(Mammalia), p. 567. This description was
based on the mandibular rami, a rib, the
right radius and 5 vertebra preserved in the
Indian Museum, Calcutta. Nothing is known
of the external characters of this whale.
Though the T'imes of India reported this
gpecimen to be 52 ft. in length, the figure
is much under-estimated, considering the

actual length of the mandibular rami, Each
mandible taped approximately 20 ft. 4 in,
over the outer curve and 16 ft. in straight
measurement,. Working on this data it is
estiinated that this whale could not have
been much under 70 ft. when in the flesh,
perhaps even a little longer.

There are several records of the stranding
of this species along the west coast of India.
A specimen measuring 63 ft. was washed
ashore at Bassein, north of Bombay, in 19)6.}
Another, 70 ft. in length, was reported from
Viziadrug, near Ratnagiri. In 1912 a spocis
men 61 ft. was stranded at Ratnagivi. Proater®
gave some measurements aund a photograph
of tho small Great Indian Fin Whale 11 ft.
in length, which was washed up at Ratnugini
in 1911, There are a few records of the strand-
ing of this species along our coust., Inall
caseos the carcasses were too decomposed to

add much to the existing desceription,
McCANN,

L J, Bombay Nat. Hisl, Soe.; 1904, 17, 538,
 Jhid., 1014, 23, BT,



