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The interesti of the reader is excited even
at the outset by the statement that it is very
probable, that the 14 forms peculiar to Ceylon
may have been evolved since the separation of
the island from South India. While not ques-
tioning the value of such a statement in making
the book readable, one who is painfully aware
that our only account of the amphibia of India
(namely, Boulenger's), is over 70 vyears old.
would expect that intensive investigation of the
amphibian fauna of especially South India (in-
cluding Pondicherry, and native states), may
yel reveal several whith are at preseni recorded
from Ceylon. The author’s admission that Bufo
stomalicus may be a recent immugrant implies
the possibihity of {ransportation and raises a
doubt whether all the 14 forms now recorded
only from Ceylon are autochthonous or recenily
evolved as claimed by the author. Taxonomy

appears 10 be a very unreliable basis for such
a generation,

On the whole, the author must be congratu-
lated on his achievement. The book has an ex-
cellent get-up and the numerous illustrations
enhance ifs value. Every college, university
and public library should have this book on
Its shelves, both for the wealth of information
between its covers, as well as to serve as a
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model of a popular treatment of a very techni-
cal subject, C. P. GNanAMUTHU.
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THE FIRST ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY YEARS*

R&NKING arnong ihe oldesi publishing houses
in the United S{ates, the House of Wiley
nad s beginnings in a bookstore established at
No. 6, Reade Sireet, New York City. The Citv
Directory for the year 1807 lists Charles Wiley
as the establishment’s proprietor, and, in the
absence of ronclusive evidence proving an ear-
lier founding, the business is considered to date
from that year.

Charles Wiley, although initially a hookseller
and printer, branched out into the publishing
field prior to 1814 and, with various partners,
printed the work of some of the best American
and English authors of the period. Among these
were James Fenimore Cooper and Fitz-Greene
Halleck Cooper's “The Spy”. now considered
one of the first great American novels, was
published by Wiley and Halsted in 1821, at
No. 3. Wall Street.  Some of Cooper’s later
novels bore the Wiley imprint alone.

Charles Wiley died in 1828 and was succeeded
by his son, John, whose name the Company now
bears. Under John Wiley’s supervision the busi-
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* John Wiley and Sens, Inc., have brought out a
tasteful volume with the above title, tracing the bistory
of the firm from 1807 to 1957,

ness progressed through a number of changes,
although his publishing interest continued fto
cenire on books of a general literary nature.
After the Civil War, Charles and William, two
sons of John Wiley, jomned the firm, which in
1875 became known as John Wiley & Sons. To
the younger of these, Major William H, Wiley.
a Civil War veteran and civil engineering gra-
duate, belongs much of the credit for carrying
the Wiley name to the front rank in technical
publishing at such an early date.

It was during the 70’s and 80's that the firm
began publication of the condensed engineering
pocket works, which, over the years, have
evolved into the {remendously comprehensive
and useful handbooks of today.

By the time John Wiley & Sons was incor-
porated in 1904, with Major Wiley as the Cor-
poration’s first President, the publication of
general literature had been wvirtually abandon-
ed. In the years intervening to the present, as
the Wiley imprint became more and more asso-
ciated with works of a scientific and educa-
tional nature, extensive coverage has been
achieved in all major branches of engineering,
the pure, applied, and social sciences, and in
many collateral fields.



