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SYMPOSIUM ON ARTIFICIAL RAIN*

SYMPOSIUM on artificial rain was held

under the joint auspices of the Council of
Scientific and Industrial Xesearch and the
Indian Meteorological Department in Febru-
ary 1953 in New Delhiy, and the proceedings
have since been published,

Twenty papers were presented and discussed
at the symposium. The main conclusions deriv-
able from the discussions may be summarised
as follows:

(1) The results of the experiments carried
out so far on the subject have been generally
inconclusive ; neither complete failure of the
methods emploved nor the certainty of getting
any substantial mcrease of rainfall by those
methods have been demonstrated : (2) the most
favourable meteorological conditions {for the
artificial inducement of precipitation are to he
sought 1n regions and during seasons where
natural precipitation 15 most litkely: (3} the
methods so far employed, viz, seeding clouds
of temperature below the freezing temperature
with dry ice or silver iodide, and spraving
clouds of temperature above the freezing tem-
perature with water have not been effective in

¥ Symposium on Avtificial Rain {Published by the
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augmenting precipitation in an area of very low
rainfall or during dry periods in regions of
normally moderate rainfall

These tentative conclusions indicate the need
for further studies and experiments on artifi-
cial modification of clouds and pracipitation.
There 1s, 1n fact, urgent necessity for properly
designed and rigorously checked experiments
being undertaken in regions where there is &
possibility of success, and for proper methods
being developed to evaluate the amount of pre-
cipitation resulting from such experiments. It
is also essential that in all such exXperiments,
the collaboration of the meteorological service
13 made avallable for ensuring the required
reliability in the interpretation and assessment
of the result,

The wvolume also contains as Appendix I
abstracts of papers not published in full in
the volume: Appendix I1 containg the recom-
mendations made by  the Atmospheric
Research Committee tg the CSIR in the light
of the symposium. The Council hag accepted
the recommendations 1n principle, and has been
considering the implementation of the proposal
of forming a Rain Research Unit and a Cloud
Physics Research Unit, 1o facilitate further
advances in this important subject.



