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In the second Chapter Mr. B. Ramarao con-
iributes a paper on gold investigations in Mysore
and gives an excellent summary of the gold
mining activities, and more pariticularly of the
recent and current attempts of the Geological
Department to reopen some of the ancient mines.
In a diagrammatic representation showing the
percentages of gold production of each of the
principal producing countries in the year 1940
it is shown that Africa produced about 419%
of gold. Europe about 12%, Asla about 9% (of
which India’s share is 0-7%), Australia about
6%, Central America about 5% and North
America about 27%. Almost all the gold pro-
duced in India goes to the credit of Mysore
State. An excellent case has been made aut
in this paper for extending prospecting opera-
tions to other promising areas not only in the
State but also in other parts of India.

Mr. Lakshmana Rao's paper on the road
metals and lesser minerals details suitakle
guarry sites for building material and road
material and on the otcurrence of some economie
minerals like lime kunkur, clays, corundum,
quartz and felspar.

Mr. M. B. Ramachandra Rao’s contribution on
‘Geophysical Prospeclting for Graphite’® has =
negative value in that it finds that the results of
geophysical prospecting give no indications of
workable deposits. Mysore Geological Survey
Deparrment also leads the rest of India in
having introduced geophysical methods for
engineering and prospectling problems and
Mr. Ramachandra Rao has already a fine rocord
of work to his credit in Mysore and elsewhere
in this direction.

The Iast paper is a ‘Noie on Bowenite and
Talc picrolite from ‘Holinarsapur area’ by
Mr. Tirumalachar,

This record, suitably illustrated by diagrams,
maps, and plates keeps up the traditions of the
publications of the Mysore Geological Survey
Depariment,
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Eradication of Water-Hyacinth and Production
of Compost Manure. By Megh Nath Basak.
(Brochure issued by the Direstorate of Agri-
culture, Government of West Bengal),

~in this brochure, Mr. Basak has drawn atten-

tion t0 the urgent necessity of securing complete
eradication of water-hyacinth from the Provinces
of Bengal and Assam. Not only has the exten-
sive occurrence of water-hyacinth rendered
navigation in many parts of the Provinces
hazardous, and affected agriculture, a conser-
vative estimate placing the annual 1oss of deep-
wallr paddy due to depradation by the weed at
eleven crores of rupees, but also has raised acute
problermns of water pollution and public health.

Various methods suggested, in the past, for
eradiction of the pest have, in practice, not
been successful owing to the heavy financial
burden they involve. The manufacture of
diffcrent substances, such as starch, fibre, paper-
puip, etc, from water-hyacinth has also not
proved economiacally feasible.

During 1946, composting of hyacinth, by im-
provising Dr. Acharya’s ‘Bangalore’ Method to
suit local conditions, was carried out at selected
cenires In Bengal under the supervision of
Mr. Basak. In the light of experience gained
then. he has advocated production of compost
from hyacinth all over the Provinces as a means
of eradicating the pest, at the same time secyr-
ing o valuable manure. Extensive data have
been cited to show that the sale of the composts
produced would more than compensate the cost
of the production,

While further information regarding the ex-
tent by which 1ncidence of the pest has heen
brought down i the areas where composting
was carried out 1n 1946, and also regarding the
response of crogs to hyacinth-composts, would
have been particularly useful, the publication
of the pamphlet is to be welcomed as showing
a way of tackling the problem. Success in this
direction lies in a concentrated effort by the
Governments and Public Organisations, no less
than by private agriculturists, R
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INDIAN STANDARDS INSTITUTION CHEMICAL DIVISION

MORE than one hundred and ten chemical
manufactures have already been referred
for purposes of standardisdticn to the Chémical
Division Council of I81., which was inaugufat-
ed today in New Delhi by the Hon'ble
Dr. Syama Prasad Mookherjee, Minister for
Industry and Supply. _

The Council on which all the units of
chemical industry in India are recpresented
has elected Dr.H. L. Roy of the College of
Engineering and Technology, Jadavpur (Ben-
gal} as Chalrtmnai. | _

Pointing cut the fact that Indian industry
had offered maximum co-operation with the
Indian Standards Instifution in all ifs aspects
of work, the Hon’ble Dr. Mookher)ee observed
that while the Government realised their
ultimated responsibility in respect of legislia-
tion for entorcing standards, industry s helpful
attitude in this matter proved thai, meanwhile
standards could be fixed and enforced by

mutual co-operation between the Government
and ihdustry. The establishiment of the
Chemical Division could help to raise the
standard of production, he said, not only in
the chemical industries fthemselves but in all
those other industries which depended on the
utilisation of chemicals.

It was pointed out af the meeting o9f the
Council that besides the 110 odd subjects
proeposed by members of IS for the attention
of the Chemical Division, the latter was also
interested inh the work of the Internatignal
Standards Organisation relating 10 a number
of 1tems such as petroleum products, varnisheg,
paints, etc., rubber,—plastics and general
detimitions relating to Chemical and Physical
Test Results. The Chemical Divisipon will take
over the organisation of the secretariat for the
International Standards Organisation’s Comea
mitiee for Shellac.




