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Inter-University Board

The Inter-University Board met in Cuitack
fduring the first week of December under the
presidency of Mr. N. K. Sidhanta.

The Board passed a resolution on a proposi-
tion sent by the Bombay University expressing
the opinion that it is in general agreement that
the autonomy of Universities be maintained and
that their academic independence be ensured.
This principle is urged to be borne In mind
when any new legislation affecting universities
is contemplated.

The question of the national language of India
came up before the Board on two propositions,
one from the Standing Committee which pass-
ed a resolution in March last, but was deferred.

On the proposal of the Nagpur University for
the adoption of Hindi as the medium of official
minutes and correspondence, the Board consi-
dered that the suggestion was not practicable.

University Grants Committee

In view of the recent constitutional changes
and the additional responsibility that the Cen-
tral University Grants Committee will have to
undertake in the co-ordinated development of
University education in the country, the Gov-
ernment of India have reconstituted the Uni-
versity Grants Committee with an enlarged
membership. The Rt.-Hon’ble Dr. M. R. Jaya-
kar 1s the Chairman, and the members are
Mrs. Hansa Mehta, S S. S. Bhatnagar, Dr.
M. N. Saha, Sir Homi Modi, the Hon’ble Dr. P.
Subbarayan, Dr. Zakir Husain, Mr. K. Zacharia
and Dr. B. C. Roy.

The Committee will make enquiries and
recommendations regarding (1) the lines on
which the Universities and other institutions of
higher learning should develop, (2) the addi-
tional amounts in the form of grants-in-aid
from public funds required for them, and (3)
the co-ordination of their activities wih a view
to avoiding unnecessary overlapping,

Indian Ecological Society

At the General Meeting of the Society, held
on the 1st January 1948, at Patna, the following
Office-bearers were elected :—Dr, T. 8. Sabnis
(President); Drs, L. A. Ramdas and R. Misra
(Vice-Presidents); Dr. T. J. Job (Joint-Secre-
tary):; Dr. B. S. Navalkar (Treasurer}, and
Drs. B. Pal, N. K. Panniker, T. S. Sadashivan,
Mrs. E. Gonzalves and Dr. T. S. Mahabale
(Members of the Executive Council).

Bureau for International Understanding

The creation in Britain of a Central Bureau
for Educational Visits and Exchanges on behalf
of the UNESCQ, for promoting International
understanding has been announced by the Min-
ister of Education. It will co-operate actively
with the various agencies in Britain and abroad
and supplement them by undertaking the res-
ponsibilify for arranging wisits to Britain by
teachers and students from abroad and for ex-
change trips to other couniries from Britain.

Sir C, V. Raman

Sir C. V. Raman has been invited to attend
the International Conference of Physicists and
Chemists at Bordeaux. He will proceed to
Europe by the end of March to participate in
the C::mfe_rence. Among other subjecis. ‘Raman
Effect’ will be discussed at the Conference.

Award of Doctorate

Tl'_xe D.Sc¢. degree of the Benares Hindu Uni-
versity has been awarded to Messrs. P. .. Deo
and_K. Venkateshwara Rao for research work
carried out on the Joshi Effect.

Research in Minerals

It 1s understood that the Government of India
have decided to establish a Bureau of Mines for
the purpose of research in Mines and Mineral
Wealth. A recurring expenditure of about Re. 3
lakhs has been sanctioned, it is understood, by
the Standing Finance Committee,

Madras University Endowment
Lectureships

The Syndicate will proceed shortly to select
persons to deliver lectures under the following
Endowments for the year 1948-49. Applications
for Lectureships will be received by the Regis-
trar not later than the 15th March 1947. Ap-
plicants are requested to give full particulars
regarding their qualifications, ete., and the
subject selected by them for the lectures. Sepa-
rate application should be submitted for each
lectureship. The lectures are to be delivered
before January 1949.

The following are the lectureships:—(1) The
Maharaja of Travancore Curzon Lectureships
(three); (2) The Sir Subremoanya Ayyar Lecc-
tureship, (3) The Gokhale Lectureship; (4)
The Sankara Parvati Lectureship; (5) The
Sir William Meyer Lectureship; (6) The
Principal Miller Lectureship; (7) The Dr. Eli-
zabeth Matthat Lectureship: (8) The Rt.-Hon.
V. S. Srintvasa Sastri Lectureship.

For further particulars regarding the lecture-
ships, please see the University Calendar, Vol. I,
Part I, 19453-46 (Appendix F).

Elliot Prizes for Scientific Research
The Elliot Prize for Scientific Research for
1948 will he awarded to the author of the best

original essays giving the results of original
research or investigation in Mathematics and

published during the years 1944-47.

The Elliot Prize for Scientific Research for
1949 will be awarded to the author of the best
original essay giving the results of original re-
search or investigation made by the candi-
date in Chemistry and published during the
yvears 1945-48..

Any native of Bengal, Bihar or Orissa or any
Anglo-Indian or domiciled FEuropean, residing
in Bengal, Bihar or Orissa, may compete for
the prize.

The essays of competitors must be sent in
so as to reach the President of the Royal Asiatic
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Society of Bengal, C|lo the General Secretary,
1, Park Street, Calcutta, by the end of June
1948. Author’s reprints, and not manus..ip..,
must be submitted.

Preference will be given to researches lead-
ing to discoveries likeiy to develop the indus-
trial resources 0f Bengal, Bihar and Or:ssa.

The prizes for the next iour years will be
allotted as follows ;-—1949—Chemistry ;. 1950—

Physics ; 1951—Geology and Biology (includ-
ing Pathology and Physlology); 1voZ2—ilaine-
matics.

All essays submitted must have been publish-
ed during the four calendar years immediately
preceding thai for which the prize i3 given.

Award for Sugar Resz2arch

The third $5,000 Infermediate Sugar Research
Award will be made by the Natwonal Sclence
kund, Washirgion, U.S.A.,, on or about March
15, 1948. Lswapushed by the Sugar Researcn
Foundation to stimulate scientihc studies of
sugar as a food and an industirial raw matenal
which may lead to 1its gieater usefulness;
awaras of $5,000 will be g.ven in leds and
1v4Y, with a Grand Prize of $25,000 to be gtven
in 1y5J for the most significant cuscoveiry or the
preceding five years. ruither details or tesms
and conditions governing the award may be
obtained fiom tne Secretary, National Scieince
Fund, 21ul, Constitution Avenue, Washington

25, D.C.

Mathematical Iastru nznts M fze

Two commitiees, one for reorganising tihe
worg of itne Alpore 'fest House, (alcutta, and
the other ior expanding the scope and aclivi-
ties of the Mawnemat.ical Instiuments Office,
Caicutta, have been appointed by the Govern-
ment of india in the Munstry ot Industry and
Supply. :

ine Government of India have appointed =
Committee under the Chauirmanship o1 Dr. B. C.
Roy to examine the existing Organisation and
the possibihties of expansion of the Govern-
ment f'est House, Alipore. Dr. Sir K. 3. Krish-
nan, Dr. B. C. Guha and Mr. K. N, Sharma
have been invited to serve on the Committee.

The Government of India have also appoimnt-
ed a Committee under the Chairmanship of
Dr. G. R. Paranjpe to review the organisation
of the Mathematical Instruments Office, Cal-
cutta. The terms of reference include (1) th2
formulation of concrete plans, both shoit-term
and long-term, for the development of the
manufacture of scientific instruments and photo-
graphic, electronic and electro-acoustic equip-
ment;  (il) an examination of the possibility
of using the Mathematical Instruments Office
as a trainmg centre for instrument-makers,
mechanics, ete.; and (iii) a review of the terms
and conditions of service of the employces

there.

Quality Control

A Conference on Quality Control commenced
it; seven-day session in Calcutta on February &.
Dr. W. A. Shewhart, American Expert on
Quality Control, presided over the Conference.
Dr. L. C. Verman, Director, Indian Standards
Institution, in explaining the obiect of the Con-
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tute and Indian Standards Institution, joint-
organisers of this Conference, had come toge-
ther to take the first step in mitiating the int.o-
duction of statistical methods into I[ndia’s in-
dustry on the lines which have been tried and
proved a success in other parts of the worid.
Prof. P. C, Mahalancbis, Diwrector of Statistical
Inztitute, also addressed the Conference.

The object of 1ndustry ana appued science
in India, Dr. Shewhart said, shouid be to
satisfy the wants of 400 million people. But
one could not even find out what these wants
were without the help of statistics, nor could
one take the final step on research concerning
the design, specifications, and techniques ow
each of these fundamental aspects of prodiwe= =
tion.

‘'he accommodation preoblem of four mil-
lion refugees, tfor instance, iavolved new
houses whuch cculd not be constructed without
building material. The improvement ol qua.iny
and the maintenance of p:oper standards ware
essential 1m making these duterent branches oi
production fit into one comp.ele whole., There
were many research organizations, piants and
industries in india kut what was lacking was
co-Cperation between wvarious groups. India
couwid not aevelop, Dr. Shewhart continued, her
vast resources unless science laboratories and
industrial concerns worked tcgether as a co-
ordinated whole, Quality control would en-
able them to do this.

A tecrknicolour film on gquality control, made
by Mr. Johns Hyphen Manville of U.S.A. for
training their own workers and sent on ioan
by the firm to India through Dr. Shewhart,
was shown at the Conference,

Nearly 200 representatives from various in-
dustries and research organisations all over
India attended the Conference which is expect-
ed to continue its session for neariy a wek.

Indian Staad.rds . .su. Ut o..

The Engineering Division Council of the
Indian Staudards Institution, met on November
17 and 18 and elected Mr. S. L. Kirloskar as
the Chairman.

The Standardization programme to be exe-
cuted by this Council covers, among others,
metallurgical, mechanical, electrical, swructural,
communications, aeronautical, ship-building and
other industries. Among the subjects which
will come under the purview of the Scetipnal
Commtitees, 10 be set up under the Council,
are the following: basic ferrous and non-fer-
rous metals, cement, timber products, lubr.cants,
elecirical plant and mackinery, electr.cal con-
ductors, insulators and accessorie. gas C¥ylin-
uers, refractories, radio equipment, e,

It was decided at the meeung tnat thus Coun-
cil, pending the formation of a Chemical Divi-
sion Council, will deal with the standardiza-
tion work of paints, varnishts and b.tum.nous
and tar products,

Nearly 200 technical subjects were proposed
by various sources for standardization.

Power Engineering Laboratory

Sir Vithal Chandavarker, Craiiman of the
Governing Council of the Indian Institute of
Scictice, Bangalore, laid the foundation-stone

ference said that the Indian Statistical Insti- of the High Vollage Engineering Laboratory of
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the Power Engineering Department on the 14th
February. Prof. M. S. Thacker, Head of the
Department of Power Engineering, reguostng
Sit Vithal to lay the foundation-stone, said that
this L.aboratory was one in the chain of many
national laboratories to be set up in due course.
The Laboratory when completed would serve
the research needs in power and would be of
primary importance in the development of
electrical supply. The laboratory would cost
Rs. 23 lakhs.

Greenwich to Hurstmonceaux

The Royal Observatory at Greenwich 1is
being moved to its new home at Hurstmonseaux
in Sussex.

After the complete transfer the Observatory
to Hurstmonceaux, the ancient buldings at
Greenwich will stand as a national monument
and as a3 museum fo display all the historic in-
struments, including those of Halley and Brad-
ley, Pond’s transit circle, Bradley’s zenith sec-
tor and the old quadrants. Most famcus psr-
haps of them all 15 the Airy Transit Circle, on
which, with its continuous use since 1831, no
fewer than 650,000 aobservations have bheen
made.

Greenwich will become an object of pilgrim-
age not only for astronomers, but also for ccunt-
less visitors from all parts of the world.

Coftee Pulp for Cattlz Feed

From the waste pulp of the coffee bean comes
a new conceatrate tor cattle for milk produc-
tion. This has been develcpzd by technicians
in U.S.A. and El Salvador. Pound for pound,
dried coffee pulp has been found an eftective
substitute for corn concentrates in the feed of
milch cafttle. Coffee pulp is the fleshy cover-
ing of the bean, and 1s at
The palatability of the puip is
increased by mixing it with banana leaves,
molasses of other feed stufl.

The popularisation of dried coffee pulp in
India will be of great benefit as it creates a
new source of income for the coffee grower,
larger supply of concentrate to cattie owners
and finally, increased milk production in the

country.

Indian Wattle Bark

The Indian Babool bark and Avaram bark
are not rich sources of tannins, vielding only
14 per cent. tannin as compared to 64-65 per
cent. of the imported bark.

It has been established by the Madras Forest
Department that Nilgiris tan bark black wattle,

-
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Accacia mollissime wild Syn., Accacia decurrens
wild var. meths. Lin., are identical with Natal
black wattle. Tke bark of the trees grown in
the Palani Hills and the Nigiris has a tannin
content varywng from 20 to 57 per cent. The
species 1In ihe Madras Province requires an e.e-
vation of 5,000-7,000 ft. and a weil distributed
ramnfall of 60” or more ior best developmoant.
The Madras Government intends to cwlivate
these in Palani Hills, South Combatore iivi-
sion, in Kollegal and North Cowmmbatore Hills.
A Research Station is also to be started at
Kodaikanal to deal with plantatson, p.oduc-
tion, and marketting problems.

The Smckeless “Herl” Chula

This is a simple smokeless and fuel-saving
cooKIng range called “Herl’ Chwa, as 1t bas
been weveloped 1n the Hyderabag Enginee.u.g
Research Laboratories, under the direction of
Dr, 5. P. Raju.

‘Lhis structuie is built of brick and mud or
only mud, and piastered with fine earth, and
consists of an “L’’-shapad duct with three holes
for the cooking pois and an opening for the
firewood. At the end of the duct i1s an arrange-
ment for a g pol of waler so that the hot
gases before going out are utilized further to
heat the water pot, thus providing hot water
for the family as a by-proauct. The gases are
finally taken out of the range by means of a
clay pipe, tile or mud chimney. The oOpening
for firewood is 6 inches wide and 4 inches high,
which is enough for a family of about six.
For bigger families the widith may be increas-
ed to 7 or 8 inches. The size of the opening
is designed to be fool-proof against unnecessary
shoving in of firewood.

Geomagnetic Storms

Geomapgnetic activity during the quarter Octo-
ber-December 1947 was very much on the de-
erease as compared with the earlier three quar-
ters. Some d=tails of the geomagnetic disturban-
ces as recorded at the Alibag Magnetic Obser-
vatory are given in the follov'ng table in which
to, t represent the time (I.5.T.) of commence-
ment of the disturbance and ifs intense phase
respectively and T the duration of the intense
phase expressed in hours. The ranges in the
three difterent elements (D, X and V) of the
earth’s magnetic field have also been given. D,
in minutes of arc, H and V in v where 1y=10--3
gauss. The maximum k-index recorded during
the disturbances have also been given,
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