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Pooria Universizy

POONA UNIVERSITY

{'HE -announcement by the Government cf
~- ' Bombay to give effect t¢ the rfcommen
dations of the Maharashtra Universily Com-
miiterei In due course on certain terms an.l
conditions is most welcome.
~ The Bombay Presidency Education Confer-
ence under the presidency of Sir Naraya¢
Chandavarkar adopied a resolution in favous
of regional uriversities for the presidency asi
long ‘back as 1917. In 1924, the Commijttee cn
University Reform,  presided over by Sir Chi-
n;at‘nl'a“l:"@'etalvaﬁ, recommended the creation of
univérsitiés "in "Maharashtra, Gujecat, Karnatak
and Sind, and reported that conditions were ripa
for the setting up of some form of university
for Maharashtra in Poona. In 1933, as a result
of representations made by certain leaders of
Maharashtra, a conference of educationists and
representatives of oiher interests was con-
vened to discuss the policy of gradual estab-
Iishment of regional universities in the Pro-
vince of Bombay. As this conference could
not come to unanimity of opinion in favour of
any scheme, nothing further was done. In 1941,
a  representative "deputation waited on the
Adviser to H.E. the Governor of Bombay to
préss the question of a University for Maha-
rashira and as a result, a committee, presided
over by the Right Honocurable Dr. M. R. Jaya-
kar, was appointed to corsider the question of
the estatlishment of a University for Maha-
rashtra in all its aspects. - "
The Jayakar Committee did monumental
work for a periocd of over a year and sub-
mitted ‘a report to Governmeznt which will
sland for a "good length of t*ime as- a docu-
mént of ‘great value. . The Committee has con-
s.dered .in” great detail all typ:zs of university
education” and evolved a type which incorpo-
rates "many ‘good Tfealures of various types
with dueé “deference” to  the requirements of
Maharashtra -and. to the several financial diffi-
¢ulties.  The Committee has recommendad the
esiablishm:nt of a University for Maharashtra
in . Poona, to . be . called “The Universily of
Poona”. At Poona, -there is to be bullt up a

strong teaching and research centre. As far
as possible, most of the post-Intermediate work
1s to be done in Poona with the pooling of the
resourccs of all wne existing institut.ons. Col-
leges outiside Poona which are s.tuated within
the DMarawhi-speaking arca of the Province
should teach up to the Interm:diate stage. The
Universiy is to be of an affiliating type only
up to the Intermediate stage but ther: is a
proviso :or a large measure of University
supervision even at th.s stage. This is most
desirable and very welcem:. The teaching
for higher classes is to be the direct respons-
ipility of the University. Special provision is
to be made for the systematic supsrvision over
the lcdging of students. There is to be an
Appointments Board also. One important
aspect of the work of the University will be
the introduction of Marathi as a medium of
instruction and examinalion. This is a feature
which will be watched with interest all over
the country. The several authorities of the
University are similar to those elsewhere. A
special feature, however, is ithe fact that elec-
tions have been reduced to a minimum and the
academilic and non-academic bodies are clearly
defined.

- Poona is one of the largest educational cen-
tres in India and has several well-ustablished
colleges and research institutions. The contri-
bution of the several scholars from Poona to
the advancement of knowledge i1s well known.
The climate of Poona 1s very cenducive to
intensive work for the greater part of the
vear. Marathi 1s onz of the few well-cdeveloped
languages of the country with 2a good and
growing literature. The establishment of a
untversity at Poona is, therefore, most appro-.
priate. We look forward to its establishmeoent as
a welcomz step for the advancement ¢f higher
education and tesearch In the Province of
Bembay in particular and in India in genceral
We have no doubt this will relieve the great
strain that 1s placed on the University of
Bomlkay which is now catering to the vast and
varied recquirements of the whole Province
and Sind.

THE IMPERIAL COLLEGE OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

THE IMPERIAL COLLEGE OF ScCIENCE AND TECH-
NOLOGY recently celebrated the centenary
cf the Hoyal College of Science, one of 11is
constituent collegis—the other twe being the
Royal School of Mines and the City and Guilas
College. The Royal College of Chemistry, the
ariginal of the Koyal College of Science, was
sponsored at a mecting held on July 29th 1845,
in the early days at the dawn of an Industrial
Age. It has been staffed by such ominent
scientists as Sir W. H. Perkin aad Sirr Willium
Tilden, who made striking an? fundamenti
contribution to our knowledge in pure and
applied chemistry. The college has played «

notable part in winning the Jast War, and i:
looking torward to getdang into its peace-time
stride, and helping Br.tish Industries to  re-
cstablish  themselves o the world movkels.
“The fundamental need is the highest degree of
cilicieney in our produclion. No expocier can
win markets unless the quality, price and design
cnable him to sell the goods.  Price s o moa-
sure of owr citiciency.  We cannol and  must
noel (ry to attain o low price by culling wages,
We must atlam it by inercased efliciencey and
culting costs."-~This is the ardour with which
the College entors its scecond century
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