Science Academies’ Refresher Course on
‘Plant Taxonomy, Phytogeography and Ecology’
at

Central University of Punjab, Bathinda
4–18 March 2019
Sponsored by

Indian Academy of Sciences, Bengaluru
Indian National Science Academy, New Delhi
The National Academy of Sciences, India, Prayagraj
This refresher course is aimed at university/college faculties and will cover the current understanding
of taxonomy, phytogeography and ecology. The course not only will thoroughly introduce traditional
morphotaxonomy and phenetics, but also cladistics and phylogenetics-based modern molecular
systematics of a wide range of plant lineages right from cyanobacteria and algae to angiosperms. Also
covered are modern concepts of phytogeography as well as ecology, with some of the leading experts
and academy fellows of the disciplines as resource persons. The course not only includes terrestrial
plants, but also marine and aquatic habitats – an overlooked area in taxonomy syllabi of Indian
universities. Another highlight of this programme is a training on a wide range of scientific
infrastructure pertinent to the discipline available at CUPB. Included in this programme are practical
on several topics like herbarium and field methods, botanical keys, identification of plants using keys,
apps and barcoding, phytography, chemotaxonomy, molecular taxonomy, DNA sequencing, DNA
taxonomy, etc. The Central University of Punjab has excellent research infrastructure including DNA
Sequencer, Confocal Laser Scanning Microscope, Cytogenetic Microscope, Atomic Absorption
Spectrophotometer, Gas Chromatographic Mass Spectrometer, Fourier Transform Infrared
Spectrometer, Flow Cytometer and so on. Participants will be provided with hands-on training on the
relevant scientific infrastructure pertinent to the topics of refresher programme. This course will be
considered as a ‘Refresher Course’ for Career Advancement Scheme of faculties as per the UGC
guidelines (2018).
Applications should be submitted ONLINE by clicking the following link:
https://web-japps.ias.ac.in:8443/Refreshcourse/PTU.jsp
A print copy of the application must also be sent by speed post forwarded by the Head of the
institution. It should reach The Course Coordinator before 31 December 2018. Outstation
candidates will be provided local hospitality and round trip bus/train (three-tier AC) fare by the shortest
route.
Course Director: Professor R. K. Kohli, Vice Chancellor, Central University of Punjab, Bathinda
151 001.
Course Coordinator: Dr Felix Bast, Assistant Professor, Department of Plant Sciences, Central
University of Punjab, Bathinda 151 001 (felix.bast@gmail.com).
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