May 1933}

CURRENT SCIENCE

367

and the Gravimetric Determination of these
metals >’ by Raleigh Gilchrist.

‘“ Brooklvn Botanic Record,” Vol. 22, No. 2, 22nd
Annual Beport.

‘*“ Biochemical Journal,”” Vol. 27, No. 1.

‘ Journal of Chemical Physics,”” Vol.1, Nos. 1-4.

‘“ Arkiv fur Zoologie,”” Band 25, Hafte 1.

““ Transactions of the Mining
Institute of India,” Vol. 28, Part 1.

““ The Science Forum.”’ :

Report of the Meeting of the Supplemental Con-
vocation of the University of Madras held on
Monday, the 20th February 1933.

‘“ Berichte IDer Deutschen Chemischen Gessels-
chaft,” 66, Jahrg, Nr. 4, April 1933,

* The Journal of Nutrition,”” Vol. i, No. 2.

‘¢ Journal of the t/rusvathi Himalayan llesearch
Institute,”” Vol. 3, 1933.

State College of Washington, Agricultural Ex-
perimental Station, Pullman, Washington, Bul-
letin No. 276—* Observations and Experiments
with Blueberries in Western Washington >’ by
D. J. Crowley.

and Geological

‘“* Bulletin of the U.P. Academy of Sciences,”’
Vol. 2, No. 3—

““ On some KExperiments with iodine vapour®
by G. R. Toshniwal; ‘“ On the Determination of
the Vapour Pressures of Zinc Bromide ™ by M. S.
Nesai:; *“ On the Absorption Spectra of Alkyl
halides” by P. K. Sen Gupta; ** An X-Ray
Investigation of the Crystals of Diphenvyl Nitroso-
amine '’ by Mata Prasaa and S. G. Khubchan-
dani; * Viscosity of Terric Phosphate sol at
various Pressures’” by 8. Ghosh and S. N. Banerji ;
““ Influence of Temperature and light intensity
on photosynthesis and respiration and an expla-
nation on ‘Solanrization’ and *Compensation
PPoint’ ”’ by N. R. Dhar; ¢ Chemical Exaniination of
the fruits of Tritiulus terrestrislann. >’ by Naren-
dra Nath Ghatak; *fPeroxvdase [rom the fruits
of Tribulus terrestris’ by N. (hatak and K.
Venkata Giri; “*Studies on the Effect of Phosphates
on Respiration of green leaves: 1, Kugenia Jambo-
lama, 2. Allitm Tuberosum ™ by U, N. Chatterji;
““ On an Kchinstome cercaria-cercaria palustrus—
with-notesonits Life-History’’ by R. C. Chatterii.

—

Reviews.

EARLY BELIEFS AND THEIR S0CIAL IN-
FLUENCE. By Edward Westermarck, ph.D.,
Hon. Li.D. (Glasgow and Aberdeen). Mac-
millan & Co., Ltd. 7/6 net. 182 pp.

In this interesting little book, Dr. Wester-
marck has treated the influence of early
religious and magical beliefs and practices
on our social relationships and institutions.
He tells us that this discourse was for the
most part delivered in the form of lectares
at the London School of Economics and
Political Science, during the Spring of 1931,
and that it is based on his books, The Origin
and Development of the Moral Ideas, The
History of Human Marriage, Ritual and
Beliefs in Morocco, ¢te., etce.

The book 18 divided into ten chapters. In
a work covering only 172 pages, it 18 impos-
gsible to expect anything like an exhaustive
treatment of the subjects dealt with, But
those aspects which Dr. Westermarck has
selected, he has treated fairly fully and all
his conclusions are supported by a plentiful
array of illustrations.

The first chapter deals with Religion and
Magic, the precise meaning to be attached
to these termg, the features that connect
and distinguish them. Religion is defined
as a belief In and a regardful attitude to-
wards a supernatural being, on whom man
feels himself dependent, and to whose will
he makes an appeal in his worship. ‘' In
magic man attempts to influence either
natural or supernatural objects or persons
by supernatiural means which act mechani-

cally.”” No one will be inclined to gunestion
the adequacy of these definitions, especially
as Dr. Westermarck himself points out that
sociologists may more profitably occupy
their time than by continuous quarrelling
aboul the meaning of terms.

In the second chapter Dr. Westermarck
considers the political and moral influcnee
of Iarly Religion. He observes, quite
rightly, that “‘the importance of the religious
bond, and, cspecially, in fribes that have
totermmsin, the totem bond, has been exagge-
rated by many anthropoiogists.” Religion
sometimes does iniluence ‘nationality, but
more frequently it is nationality that infia-
ences religion, especially among the more
developed races. Islam is a democratic reli-
gion, but it has not succecded in coalescing
the Arab, the Turk, the Persian, the Syrian
and the Hgyptian into one nation or State.
Mutual rivalries and jealousies keep them
apart notwithstanding their having a common
religion. In British India we are witnessing
thegrowth of a nation whose component parts
owe allegiance to a variety of religious faiths.
Dr. Westermarck considers that the moral
influence also of religion has often been
greatly exaggerated. Ho states, * It seems
to me to be a fact beyond dispute that
the moral consciousness has originated in
emotions entirely different fromn that feeling
of uncanniness and mystery which first led
to thoe belief in supernatural beings.”’ One
cannot be so sure that religion and morality
had entirely different origins. Even if it
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were 50, even if religion was not the parent
of morality, it is obvious that you cannot
have a system of morality without a strong
background of religious belief. The two
have, throughout recorded history, shaped
and fashioned eaeh other.

Regarding private property with Wthh
the third chapter deals, Dr. Westermarck
observes that religious sanction given to
ownership 1s undoubtedly connected with
curses pronounced by men, cursing being
a frequent method of punishing criminals
who cannot be reached in any other way.
In the same chapter Charity i8 also dealt
with. After pointing out the high place
charity is given in all religious systems, Dr.
Westermarck tries to trace the connection
between charity and religion. He states
that the curses and blessings of the poor
partly account for the fact that charity
has come to be regarded as a religious duty,
containing, as they generally do, the invoca-
tion of a god. Besides the belief in the
efficacy of curses and blessings, there is
the connection between alms-giving and
sacrifice.

A belief in the efficacy of curses and
blessings, according to Dr. Westermarek, is
the foundation of many of our social insti-
tutions. He traces hospitality and the right
of sanctuary which are so necessary in a
wild country to these sources. Regarding
hospitality he says in the fourth chapter,
if efficacy is ascribed to the blessings of even
an ordinary man, the blessings of a stranger
are naturally supposed to he still more
powerful, for the unknown stranger, like
everything unknown and everything str ange,
arouses a feeling of mysterious awe 1n
superstitious minds. If hospitality owes its
origin to the expectation of a blessing from
the guest, the right of sanctuary owes its
origin to the fear of the curse of the refugee.
““It is not only men who have to fear the
curses of dissatisfied refugees; gods are also
susceptible to curses hurled at them.” To
the same source, »iz., the belief in the
efficacy of curses and blessings are traced
the subjection of children, and trial by
ordeal. A belief in the mystic efficacy of
the spoken word is said to be at least partly
responsible for the virtues of truth and good
faith. These and the notions of justice and
criminal law are all fully dealt with in
Chapters V and VI. The remaining chapters
deal with ** Duties to Gods”’, *‘ Marriage and
Sexval Relations”’, *‘Marriage Rites’’ and
¢ The Position of Woman ’’. As a general

remark few will be disposed to quarrel with
Dr. Westermarck's observation that men
attribute to their gods a wvariety of human
qualities, and their conduet towards them is
in many respects determined by considera-
tions similar to those which regulate their
conduct towards their fellowmen. But
exception must be taken to his statement:-
““The Vedic gods wore clothes, suffered from
constant hunger, and were great drunkards.”
A sweeping statement of this kind will leave

an altogether wrong impression on the mind
of the reader.

Dr. Westermarck explains why an atheist
is regarded with horror. He says ‘one of
the greatest insults which can be offered a
god is to deny his existence” and the
reason 18 ‘‘that & person is always most
sensitive on his weak points and that the
weakest point in a god is his existence.”
This is only a half truth. Every kind of
non-conformist challenges and disturbs our
cherished belie{s and hopes. He affronts
our understanding and weakens our self-
complacency. The atheist and the rebel are
penalised more as disturbers of public peace
than as offenders against divine or mundane
majesty. Dr. Westermarck himself notes in
another place, that in early religion it is of
the greatest 1inportance that the established
cult should be observed. ‘

The last two chapters furnish very inter-
esting reading. Many of our marriage rites,
which are observed to-day without meaning
or significance are tracked to their humble
sources. The bulk of these rites are shown
to have originated in magical ideas. Thus
the custom of throwing grain or dried fruit
at weddings has generally been regarded
as a means of securing offspring, in accord-
ance with the principle of sympathetic
magic, grain and frait being sources of
fertility. Guns ‘or fire-works) are fired off
at weddings to dispel evil spirits or other
evil influences. Old shoes are thrown at
the bridal pair in many countries in Europe.
Dr. Westermarck thinks that this was meant
to serve as an extra magical protection to
the parties. The position of inferiority whiech
woman has occupied i all societies and
under all religious systems is ascribed to her
physiological uncleanness. But it is said to
have had its compensations. *‘ The notion
that woman is an unclean being charged
with mysterious ene:gy has not only been a
cause of her degradation, it has alse given
her a secret pgwer over her husband, and
even been a source of rights and pnwleges "



