No. 3
Mareh 19489

63

ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION

IN view of the fact that the organisation of

work In the nuclear sciences in India
would require suitably trained scientists in
large numbers in the near feature, tha
Atomic Energy Commission recently con-
vened a Conference of some of th= leading
scientists in the country to consider what
steps should be taken to meet this dzman4.
Since the universities would naturaily be
the proper nurseries for tra:ning su-zh
personnel, all universities and prominant
research institutions were invited to s=nd
delegates to this Conference, which m=t in
New Delhi, on the 21st and 22nd January.
Prof. H. J. Bhabha, Chairman of the A.E.C,,
presided over the deliberations. The im-
portant decisions reached at tha Conference
were: (1) Steps should be taken immedi-
ately to draw up a uniform and suitable
syllabus for the teaching of theorvetical ani
practical physics, mathematics and chemis-
try in Indian Unuversities; (2) Refreshear
courses, like summer schools, should b2
organised for willing teachsrs of th2 uni-
versgities so that the suggested syllabusz may
be taught in the universilies by thom.

By way of implementing the first decision,
the Conference appointed a Committez to go
into the question of drafting a suitable
syllabus for theoretical physics, experi-
mental physics and chemisiry going up to
the M.Sc. standard which could be easily
adopted by the universities without the
necessity of radically changing the existing
curricula avernight.

The following were nominated on this
Committee : —Dr. S. N. Bose, Dr. D. S.
Kothari, Dr: B. C. Majumdar, Dr. N. R. Sen,
Dr. R. S. Krishntun, Dr. D. M. Base, Dr. H. J.
Taylor, Prof. S. Bhargava, Dr. Mata Prasad,
Dr. &. P. Kane, Dr. P. B, Sarkar and

Dr. Jagdish Shankar.

The fo'lowing are the terms of reference
of th2 Committea ; —=

1. To scrutinize the syllabus of teaching
in Physics, Chzmistry and Mathematics in
the different Indian universitizs and to
maks recommendations with th= objezt of
bringing these courses to thz level of
modern standards. The Committee will pay
spactal attention to the inclusion of basie
knowledg= in each subjsct which every
student should know. Th=2 Committea will
also draw up more advanced coursas for
those who spezialise in atomiz scienzes.

2. To circulate thz courses drawn up by
the Committee to all the universities for
suggestions and on receipt of replies, to
submit a final report to the Atomic Encrgy
Commuission.

3. To examine whother the coursss
sugszzsted by the: Committes can b2 dividad
convenlently into under-graduate and post-~
graduate coursa2as.

4. To submit a preliminary report by
th2 end of February 1949 s> that tha djy-~y-~
mant could be communicated to diffzrant
universities wezll in advance before the com-
mencem:3ant of th2 next academic year.

It may b2 pointed out th2 decisions
arrived at this Conference called by tha
A E.C. when implem2nt>d, will constitute
a concrete step in organisation and davelop-
m2nt of th2 atomic scienzes in India. This
is parhaps the first tim= that representatives
from all the teaching and resesarch institu-
tions ih India have met togethar to formu-
late uniform syllabi for physics, maths-
matics and chemistry for adoption by all
Indian universities. It is earnestly to b2
hoped that the lead given by the A.E.C. will
be followed by other groups of sciences,

ISOTOPE PRODUCTION

RITAIN’S large atomic pile has Just
ctarted work on the production of radio-
active isotopes.

When operating at full power it will he able
to produce all the artificial radio-active iso-
topes required by medical, industrial and other
research workers in the U.XK. as well as in-
creased supplies for export, for which a
steadily increasing demand is anticipated.

Opened at Britain’s Atomic Energy Research
Establishment at Harwell in July last year,
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the pile has a rated output of 6,007 kilowatts
and was designed primarily foc exparim:ntal
purposes. Materials which it irradiates will
be 20 times more active than those so far
irradiated

Radio-active isotopes havas already b2én
delivered by Harw2il to wvariou; rasearch
institutions, including hospitals, univorsties
and industrial organtsations in the U.RK. and
abroad.

The Arst dzliveriss from this large pile will
start early in March.




